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We are at
home in
Great Notley

Thinking of  buying, selling or renting? 
There is only one number you need

01376 341 141
w ww.ha m i l t on p i e r s . c o. u k         7  T he  Sq ua r e ,  G r e a t  No t l e y,  CM 77  7WT  

780  Assoc ia ted O f f i ces  inc ludi ng Che lmsford  and  Par k  Lane ,  London  W1
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Local articles of interest, residents views and comments are always
welcome and should be sent to the Clerk of the Council at

7 Mallard Close, Great Notley CM77 7YD or email: greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com

Input
Deadline

Spring                  7th March            Early April

Summer               7th June               Early July

Autumn 7th September     Early Oct

Winter 7th December      Late Dec
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From The Chairman
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Welcome to the winter edition of the Great Notley Times magazine.

As I write, I am looking forward to Christmas and the New Year though I am aware

you will all have enjoyed the festive season by the time you read this. Nevertheless, I

do wish you a belated very Merry Christmas.

On November 10th the annual Remembrance Day event took place at the white

Court Hospital. This year marks the 100th anniversary of the first remembrance

service which was inaugurated by King George V in 1919. I was impressed by the

youth groups who attended looking very smart in their club uniforms. Some of them

took part in readings and wreath laying as well as the bearing of standards. Well

done to them all. Thanks also go to the Reverend Bendrey for leading us in our

remembrance and to Rachel Warner who yet again played the bugle for us.

This new year will see the commemoration of both VE and VJ day which I hope will

see the parish coming together again to take part. You will be kept informed of our

progress with the arrangements.

I hope those of you attending the event at the community centre, lead by The

Dementia Friends, gained as much from their talk as those reporting back to me

about previous presentations. As a member of the Essex Association of Local

Councils we are being encouraged to look to the well-being of our communities and

hope to bring more events to our Parish in the future.

I am looking forward to our Torchlight Procession will take place on 14th December

this year. We must thank The Church for their allowing us to celebrate there and

Tesco for their provision of food, as well as all those others who help us on the day.

The collection this year will go to The Braintree Food Bank who have a collection

point at the church

Time seems to have flown by since the last edition and work in the village has

continued as planned. I was pleased to see that The White Gate has now been

installed at the Tesco entrance to the Parish. Many of you have comment on how well

this looks and hopefully this will remind drivers that they are entering the Parish and

will take care with their speed and give consideration to other road users. We are

considering plans to erect a similar gate at the White Court entrance but no decision

on its placement has yet been made.

You will have noticed that the pond at Panners has had its decking renewed after a

little delay because of staff shortages. Concerns about the banking in some areas
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are being addressed by Braintree District Council as they await the outcome of an

inspection. All this work does not seem to have affected the resident ducks, but may

I encourage you to read the article on duck welfare further on in the magazine.

The work done by Anglian Water to reinstate the grassed areas is mostly complete

and the trees are in good condition, but some additional work is required in the

Spring to land adjacent to the school.

As one whose visiting grandchildren love to visit what is now known as The

Astronomer, I have been anxiously waiting on some progress in addressing the

problem of crossing the road to it. We have recently been told The Local Highway

panel has approved additional funding for the feasibility study for the signalised

crossing. Hopefully this means we can look forward to a solution. Otherwise,

personally, I will continue to use the underpass when accompanying the children.

Minor work to the Levens Way Play area have now been completed and the

refurbishment plans for the RAFT are well underway and a contractor chosen. We

expect work to start sometime in the new year if all goes to plan.

The recent survey carried out in the Parish to inform the strategy statement made

clear that residents were primarily concerned that the Parish should be kept clean

and tidy. We owe the fact that the Parish

is so well kept to the hard work of the

members of the litter picking team. For

this we thank them. We all have a part to

play too, and in most cases our

residents can be relied on to do just that.

I will conclude by thanking All Parish

Councillors for their work in the

community this year and, of course, the

Parish Clerk for her exceptional work in

supporting the Council. Having had a

difficult year myself I look forward to a

year on a new path and wish everyone a

Happy and Prosperous new Year too

FIRST 2

HOURS

£10 EACH

OR FIRST 10 HOURS £220

Dorothy Griffin
Chairman Great Notley Parish Council



Information about
snowy weather

Great Not ley Par ish
Council is participating in
the Winter salt bag scheme
run by Essex County
Council. The scheme
entitles the Parish Council
to receive one ton of grit
and in the event of icy or
snowy weather the Parish
Council has prioritized the
paths outside White Court
School and Notley Green
school for attention.

In addition, you can obtain
lots of information from the
Essex County Council website. Using
the link below you can find information
on gritting and can track the gritting
lorries. You can find advice on road
safety and live traffic and travel
information.

https://www.essex.gov.uk/news/stay-
safe-on-essex-highways-this-winter
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Snowy Weather

GENERAL GEEK
Your IT saviour for home and business!

Engineer Office
seven days a week!

Email for help!
Online help!

All our advice is free!

Computer trouble? 
Look no further. Help is at hand! 



Traffic issues

Over the past few months, the Parish Council has received a number of complaints

in relation to traffic speeding in the Parish.

As a result of complaints of traffic speeding along Windermere Drive and Derwent

Way the Parish Council approached the Local Highway Panel at Essex County

Council and a speed survey was carried out. The result of that survey showed good

compliance with the 30mph speed limit within White Court. As there is no evidence

of traffic exceeding the speed limit the highway panel is not in a position to take any

further action.

Complaints have also

been received regarding

the speed of traffic along

the London Road and

the Parish Council has in

t h e f i r s t i n s t a n c e

requested a speed

survey along the road.

The outcome showed

average speeds of

29.9mph northbound

a n d 3 0 . 5 m p h

southbound. The

Parish Council is looking

to approach the panel

again as it is considered

that if the survey is

carried out in a different

location on the road the

results may differ and is,

in addition, asking Black

Notley Parish Council to

support the application

as well as part of the

road is in that Parish.

The Parish Council will

continue to keep you

advised of progress on

this issue.
7

Great Notley
Parish Council
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VE and VJ Day

VE and VJ day Commemorations

2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second
World War. Across the country communities are being
encouraged to hold commemorative events over the weekend
of 8th to 10th May.

Great Notley Parish Council is looking to host an event on
Sunday 10th May to commemorate not just VE day but VJ day
as the end of the hostilities in Japan is often overlooked.

The event will be 'Tribute to the Millions and last post'. If you
have a relative who died in World War II and would like their
name to be read out in tribute please contact the Parish Clerk
who can take details from you.

More information about the event will be included in the next issue of the Great
Notley Times.

You can contact the Clerk via email or by phone 01376
331251

greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com

Treating your pet as our own

Independent Practice, Est. 1966

• All pets welcome

• Preventative Health Care Plans

• Early, late and weekend appointments 

• Home visiting service

• Cat only clinic

• Emergency service provision

• Full surgical and hospital facilities

• Separate cat and dog wards

• Qualified registered nursing staff

• Laser therapy

• In house laboratory service

• MRI, X-Ray, Ultrasound, Endoscopy

• Referral centre for orthopaedics, 
     oncology, dematology, poultry medicine

• Large surgery car park

w: www.millenniumvets.co.uk

t: 01376 325511
Millennium Way Braintree Essex CM7 3GX

Also at: 30 West Street Coggeshall Essex CO6 1NS
t: 01376 561667

Book

appointm
ents

online!
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The Electrical Man
Clive Coleman

Your local electrician

Free estimates and advice

Reliable Quality work

Reasonable Prices

Any job welcome large or small, rewires,

fault finding, security lighting

NICEIC/Part P Registered

TEL. Clive : 07860 599427 or 01245360297

clivercoleman@aol.com

Your Local Electrician

Most people are unaware a mains powered

smoke alarm has a life of only 10 years,

regardless of how many times you change

the battery. A lot of properties need their

smoke alarms replaced due to their age.

Call Clive Coleman
THE ELECTRICAL MAN

01245360297
07860599427

clivercoleman@aol.com

Free Estimates & Advice

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION

A local company based on Great Notley with a 
very professional, friendly and reliable service

• Fascias, soffits and guttering
• Doors & windows installation
• Interior & exterior decorating
• Flat roofing
• Property refurbishment service

01376 560796
07825 399670
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Litter Picker

Vacancy for a Litter Picker

Closing date for applications is close of business on Friday 17
January 2020

Great Notley Parish Council has a vacancy arising for a litter picker to join
its litter picking team.

Duties will include litter picking around the Parish, assisting with bin
emptying and in winter weather assisting with the spreading of grit.

Equipment is provided.

The position will be predominantly to cover hours during a weekend but
additional hours may be required to assist in covering staff absences.

The ideal candidate must be willing to work as part of a team, be willing to
be flexible and have a passion for keeping the Parish in a tidy state.  Prior

experience is preferable but is not essential.

Salary is paid at £8.21 an hour for 8 hours each week.

For further details and an application pack please contact the Parish Clerk
Suzanne Walker on 01376 331251 or by email

greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com

CVs are not acceptable.

Great Notley Parish Council is an equal opportunities employer and
welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

th
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Duck Welfare

As a result of residents' questions the Parish Council has sought definitive advice

from the RSPB in relation to the feeding of the ducks at Panner's Pond.

The advice from the welfare team is as follows –

The RSPB encourages bird feeding throughout the year, but this is

supplementary to their

natural diet.

Just like us, birds need a

varied diet to stay healthy.

Although waterfowl can

digest all types of bread, it

has very little nutritional value

and too much can leave

them feeling full without

giving them the important

vitamins, minerals and

nutrients they need. Instead,

we advise offering ducks,

geese and swans a variety of

foods, e.g. mixed seeds,

frozen peas and sweetcorn,

porridge oats, shredded

greens and potato peelings.

Additionally, feeding bread to

waterfowl can cause

overcrowding and throwing it

into waterbodies can cause

build-up of uneaten, soggy

bread. This can lead to

greater algal growth,

affecting water quality and

becoming an environmental

issue.

Duck Welfare



12

Police Advice

Twelve tips for Christmas and after

1. If you must store Christmas food and drink, presents and other goodies within

garages and outbuildings, ensure that they are out of sight and that it's securely

locked with good quality well fitted locks. Treat your shed to a shed alarm.

2. Avoid tempting window shopping burglars; don't leave presents and valuables

on full view in front of a window.

3. Ensure that your windows and doors are closed and locked before leaving the

house. Don't attract burglars to your home by leaving it in darkness; leave lights

on timers, perhaps treat yourself to a TV simulator too.

4. Lock gates to keep unwanted visitors from getting to the rear of your home.

5. Whether an evening out or Christmas shopping keep your bags, handbags,

wallets and mobile safe. Busy places make it easier for the sneak thief, so be

alert at all times.

6. Park safely; look for a Parkmark accredited car park www.parkmark.co.uk/car-

park-finder Check that your car is locked before you leave it and don't leave

valuables and gifts on display in your car.

7. When you go to leave the house and find that your car is all iced up, don't leave

it unattended with the engine running to de-ice it. It only takes a second to steal

your car and it would invalidate any insurance claim.

8. Attending a Christmas party – make sure that you have considered how you are

getting home in advanced and avoid using unlicensed taxi's. Ensure you drink

responsible and are aware of your surroundings, whilst keeping your drink and

belongings safe. www.suzylamplugh.org/Pages/FAQs/Category/personal-safety

9. Watch what you put on social media; check your settings to ensure that you are

not broadcasting when you are not at home and the lovely gifts you have

received.

10. After Christmas don't advertise your nice gifts to the thieves by putting the

empty boxes out for collection, disguise them, fold them up inside out or put

them inside other non-descript box.

11. Record your new property free on www.immobilise.com , install tracking and

security apps on relevant electrical and computer products.

12. Have a Great Christmas and New Year!!   For further crime prevention advice

see: www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
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Help us reduce collisions and

casualties – and save lives

Send us the footage if you capture

dangerous road user behaviour… 

and we’ll take action to make 

Essex roads safer

To submit camera footage of dangerous or illegal road
user behaviour please visit:

saferessexroads.org/extraeyes

And follow the instructions on the page.

We also need members of the community to let us
have any other ‘intelligence’ that will assist in detecting
criminal driving behaviour, such as driving whilst
disqualified or whilst over the prescribed drink/drug
drive limit. This will enable the police to use their
resources more efficiently to keep Essex safer - ‘Extra
Eyes’ across the community, and not just behind a
camera.

You can pass on information to Crimestoppers in two
ways: by calling 0800 555 111 any time of day or
night, or by filling in a secure ‘giving information’ 
form on the Crimestoppers’ website: 
crimestoppers-uk.org

How to submit 
camera footage

‘Extra Eyes’ across
the community

#extraeyesExtra Eyes
on the road

Extra Eyes
on the road



[Type here] T: 01376330694 

E: info@braintreearea.foodbank.org.ukwww.braintreearea.foodbank.org.uk/give-
help/donate-food  

 Winter Appeal 2019 Shopping List 

 

Last December we supplied over 5,600 meals and this year we 

are set to give out even more.  The people who are most in 

need are those on low incomes. By donating an item from this 

list you will be helping someone in need.   

Food Items 

� 1Lt Long-life Fruit Juice 
� Tinned Custard 
� Pasta Sauce 
� Tinned Fruit 
� Tinned Soup 
� Tinned Spaghetti 
� Sponge Puddings 

 

Non-food items 
 

� Shower Gel 
� Shampoo 
� Deodorants 
� Washing-up liquid 
� Non-biological washing 

powder 
  

 

 

Although Christmas food is a treat, we need to keep our stocks 
up of our ‘shopping list’ items to be able to provide basic meals. 

We ask for small packs as larger packs do not fit in our boxes 
making it difficult for our clients to carry home. Also, we are 
unable (for hygiene reasons) to split large size or catering packs. 
Food donations can be made via your local library in Braintree, 
Witham, and Halstead. 

We follow the standards set by the Food Standards Agency. We can 

only accept donations of unopened and undamaged goods that are still 

well within their “use by” date (no less than six months if possible). 
Items which do not meet these requirements cannot be used 

and your donation may be wasted.  

On behalf of all our visitors we thank you for your generosity. 

Thank you.  

T: 01376330694 
E: info@braintreearea.foodbank.org.uk 
W: www.braintreearea.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food  
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Foodbank
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SPRING LODGE VETERINARY GROUP 
 

Hospital    Branch Surgeries 
Witham: 01376 513247   Tiptree: 01621 819704 
springlodgevet@aol.com  Great Notley: 01376 345644 
      
Ingatestone Veterinary Centre  Spring Lodge Veterinary Centre 
01277 353642    Chelmsford: 01245 250925 
     Beaulieu Square:01245 806321 

 
www.springlodgevet.co.uk 

Vet Advice

Start a New Year with a new attitude to weight loss

After the fun and enjoyment of all the festivities, many of us look forward to a brand

New Year.

This time is normally when New Year's resolutions are put into place, especially

weight loss and fitness. Pets should be included, especially with obesity on the

increase.

Fun ideas to increase activity for your pets can be introducing interactive toys such

as kongs, scatter balls and snufflematts. Dogs, cats and small animals will be able

to use items such as these to encourage them to play, be active and also increase

mental stimulation.

Make sure your pets get the opportunity to exercise daily, small sessions of play with

your cat even if for only 5 minutes can help to shift excess weight. Small animals

such as rabbits and guinea pigs enjoy time in a run, ensure they have access to

warmth if it is very cold and they are protected from the rain.

Getting outside with your dog everyday allows them to investigate their

surroundings through sniffing and this gives them lots of mental stimulation.

Garden play is often not enough to reduce excess weight so a routine needs to be

implemented.

Spring Lodge Veterinary Group offer complimentary weight clinics with our nursing

team. They are designed to support owners during their pet's weight loss regime.

During a consultation a nurse will discuss diet, exercise and give advice on the

safest and most effective ways to lose weight.

Book your pet an appointment with our weight clinic and start the New Year with a

new attitude to weight loss.
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Save The Date
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Alzheimer’s
Society is the
UK’s leading
dementia charity.
We provide
information and
support, improve
care, fund
research and
create lasting
change for
people affected
by dementia.

Get in touch
today

0300 222 11 22

helpline@alzheimers.org.uk

Alzheimer’s Society
operates in England,
Wales and Northern
Ireland, registered
charity no. 296645
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Dementia Friends event

The Parish Council hosted a Dementia Friends session on 28th
November 2019. Thanks to Alzheimers UK for providing the

session.  15 people came along for what proved to be an interesting
and useful talk.

If you run a group in the Parish and are interested in hosting a
dementia friends event please contact the Clerk on 01376 331251

or via email

For information on support available from Alzheimers UK please see
previous page (p.18)

greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com

Dementia Friends
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Great Notley Service of Remembrance

The Parish service of
Remembrance took
place at 12 noon on
S u n d a y 1 0 t h
November 2019 at
the Whi te Cour t
Hospital Memorial.
T h e e v e n t w a s
organised by Great
N o t l e y P a r i s h
Council. This year
the youth groups that
took part were the
local Scouts, Cubs
and Beavers and the
R a i n b o w s a n d
Brownies. In addition
there were a large
number of residents
in attendance.

Prayers were led by
t h e R e v d . B e t h
Bendrey. Poppy
wreaths were then
laid by the youth
groups together with
local residents who
laid wreaths on behalf
of British Servicemen
and Women and also
American

Servicemen and
Women and a wreath
was also laid on
behalf of the Parish
Council.

Thanks to Rachel
Hockley-Warner who

Great Notley
Parish Council



played the Last Post
and Reveille on the
bugle on either side of
t h e o n e m i n u t e
silence.

At the end of the event
in accordance with the
t r a d i t i o n o f t h i s
service, chocolates
were distributed to the
c h i l d r e n i n
attendance.

The Parish Council
was also impressed
by the efforts made by
the volunteer poppy
sellers in the Parish.
In particular Mr Fred
I l l m a n r a i s e d
£4,474.79 over the 9
days that he was
selling poppies in the
Parish which is one of
the highest amounts
raised in the Braintree
District

21



22

W.I.
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It has been a busy 3 months at start of our new year for the Great Notley Photography
Club .

We kicked off in September with a Charity Quiz night which was well attended and
great fun closely followed by our first workshop of the year which was “Portraits”.
This was an opportunity for club members to understand lighting and setups for
taking good portrait shots and with use of the clubs own equipment many members
were able to either try for the first time or hone their skills. This month we have
experimented with “Light Painting” on our workshop evening and that was fun with
torches and sparklers.

Each month we hold an internal club competition for members with a presentation of
generally two of either their digital or print images these are then critiqued and
scored by an external judge and the individual members totals accumulate in a
league table during the year. Its great to be able to see what other members are
producing gives you lots of ideas to try.

Almost every month we have an external
speaker who gives us the benefit of their
experience and advice on many different
and varying subjects. During this first
three months we have had Roy Essery

Great Notley
Photography Club
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with his “Printing Masterclass” which was both interesting , informative and useful.
This was followed in Oct by Roger Hance with a great evening entitled “Sports and
Action” and an opportunity to see the many and varied sports that he has covered
over the years. November saw a return visit from Justin Minns and his fabulous East
Anglian landscape photography – some truly stunning images.

We have had several other competition and challenges not the least of which was a
“Mobile Phone Challenge” – images from a serous of subjects taken on your mobile
and the only editing allowed was that in the phone. Great fun and some surprisingly
good results – which just goes to show that no matter what your skill and equipment
level ( even just a phone camera ) you will be able to enjoy, participate and learn in
our group.

The winners of your
Autumn Print competition
( Colour and Black &
White) were both “Dog”
images but well done to
Robbo “Black Dog” and
Rod Nixon for his “Red
Alert” – both worthy
winners.

The club entered a 8X8
external compet i t ion
w h i c h i n v o l v e d 8
members of the club
submitting and image
each, to compete against
8 other local clubs. We
came a very creditable 2
overall just a few points
separating us from the
winners Colchester, two of
our members scored
maximum points (20) -
Graham Surridge for his
“Cuckoo landing” (left) –
and Natasha Spalding for
her “ Girl with the ruff” (left)
– Natasha was awarded
the image of the evening
as the judge could only
chose one.

nd
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This may be the first time
you have read about the
c l u b s o f e l t s o m e
background information
might be useful.

Great Notley Photography
Club (GNPC) was formed
in July 2008 and is an
e x c i t i n g d i g i t a l
photography club for
people who want to enjoy
their photography and
improve their skills among
friendly and like-minded
people.

The Club we lcomes
anybody who is interested
in photography, from
complete beginners to any
standard and all ages and
all we ask is that you are
keen to learn and develop
your skills in photography.

When we are not meeting weekly at the Club we use social media including
facebook and flickr to keep in touch and share comments and images.

We pride ourselves on the variety of our program which consists of workshops,
competitions, external speakers, nights and days out and proactive learning
sessions. Our program is colour coded to help members easily see which evenings
they wish to attend.

GNPC's approach has always been to encourage members to get out and use their
cameras. This is seen in the variety of the programme and the inclusion of many
bring your camera nights.

Whatever your genre whether portraits, landscapes, creative and regardless of your
skill base you will be welcome at Great Notley Photography Club.

A great way to meet like-minded people who are willing to help and also make new
friends, the club has an active social side.

For more information on the club and how to get involved visit

Our website www.gnpc.co.uk

Facebook @greatnotleypc

Contact us by email to : gnpc.photo@gmail.com
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Braintree and Bocking Local History Society
The meetings of this society are held at St Paul's, Hay Lane, Braintree at 7.45 for
8pm.  Meetings are always interesting and often illustrated.  All are welcome to
join us at each meeting or just as a topic takes your interest.  The modest
subscriptions are £12 per annum or £2.50 per session. The topics for our
forthcoming meetings are

Monday 27th January - We'll meet again

Monday 24th February - All Saint's Church and the Rayne Heritage Trail

Monday 23rd March - Braintree's Great Square, New Street and Manor Street

Monday 27th April - Braintree in the Second Civil War

Monday 18th May - Halstead's History Makers

Ian Hume Society Chaiman

Local History Society

M.R. Prince
Painter & Decorator

For a free quote with no obligation
call

or email

01376 349655 /
07919 345565

mattprince432@yahoo.co.uk

Local Decorator based in
Great Notley with over
25 years experience

• High quality interior
and exterior work
undertaken

• Full insured
• Competitive rates
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The Church In
Great Notley
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CLASSES HELD
IN

GREAT NOTLEY,
BRAINTREE

& SURROUNDING

AREAS
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Open Gardens 
2020

Great Notley 

A wide variety of gardens is ideal for this event and it doesn’t matter if your garden is big or 
small, wild or landscaped. It is a lovely way to show off your garden to visitors and bring your 
community together while raising vital funds for Farleigh Hospice. 

If you feel your garden isn’t suitable but you know another garden that is, please pass this on.

For further information, please call 01245 457352 
or email fundraising@farleighhospice.org. 

Could you help us by opening 
your garden on Sunday 7th June?

Registered charity no 284670

It is because you care that we can
www.farleighhospice.org



32

Solutions on page 43

Mini Crossword

Rosetta

Across
1. Written message
5. Give a detailed

account
6. Igneous rock
7. Esteem

Down
1. Someone

in charge
2. Excel
3. Envisage
4. Component
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Star Puzzle

1. No numbers in a horizontal
line can be repeated.

2. No numbers in a diagonal
line can be repeated.

3. No numbers in the 7 grey
hexagons can be repeated.

To complete the puzzle fill in each of the empty
hexagon cells with numbers between 1 & 7

following the 3 rules below;

* Note that each white hexagon belongs to a
line of 7 that must contain each of the numbers
between 1 and 7.

Solution on P. 43

Email: sales@paulclarkprint.co.uk  Web: www.paulclarkprint.co.uk

Unit 7 Rippers Court, Sible Hedingham, Essex CO9 3PY

Invoices/Estimates/Contracts • NCR Sets, Pads, Books • Personal Stationery • Draw Tickets • Envelopes

• Leaflets • Posters • Menus • Desk Pads • Price Lists • Booklets • Stickers • Labels • Letterheads
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L I M I T E D

5000 A5 Leaflets
from £50

20,000 A6 Leaflets
from £74

Tel: 01787  469628    Mob: 07799  598970
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www.drobinson.co.uk 

7 Manor Street—Braintree—Tel: (01376) 320582 

DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS 
 

Independent Family  
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 

 

~ 125 years of service ~ 
 

A Personal, Caring Service 
 

  Gentleman & Lady Funeral Directors 
  Private Chapel of Rest 
  Pre-need Funeral Planning with Golden Charter Funeral Plans  
  Horse drawn & unique vehicle funerals 

C O N S E R V A T O R I E SC O NNNNNNNNNN SS E R V A T OOOOOOOOOO RRRRRR I E S

For a                      Survey Please contact us on

01376 585100visit our showroom at 
Blake House Craft Centre,
Blake End , Nr Braintree

Reg. No 15306
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1st Great Notley Scout 
Group’s First Fun Term 

Ev  

1st Great Notley Scout Group - Learning Life Skills and Having Fun

From its humble roots of just 20 boys at a 
small camp here in England in 1908, 
Scouts has expanded to over 162 countries 
and over 40 million members with a focus 
on fun, challenges, and adventures. 
Scouting offers children the opportunity to 
develop into well rounded, self-confident, 
and active global citizens with the 
opportunity to try new things, develop 
talents, and continue to explore values and 
beliefs. 

Every night of the week more than 50,000 
young people attend Scout meetings across 
the UK. In this issue we are focusing on our 
wonderful 1st Great Notley Wednesday 
Scout Group as we take a look at all their 
adventures this term. 

The term’s activities are planned well in 
advance in order for Scout Leaders to 
balance fun and games with Scouting skills 
and achieving badges. One of the first 
badges our Scout group worked towards 
this term was the Level 3 Scouts Emergency 
Aid Staged Activity badge. Our Monday and 
Wednesday Scout groups joined together 
for the night and learned practical life skills 
to earn this worthwhile activity badge. 

The next event on the Scouting calendar 
was the much-anticipated ‘Chip Hike’, 
where our Scouts visited five chip shops in 
Braintree and scored their delicious 
steaming chips out of ten. This is always a 
popular event with Scouts and judging is 
taken very seriously. The 2019 winners 
were…Smith & Jones, with Oysters coming a 
close second!  
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Great Notley Scout Group
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Halloween saw Wednesday Scouts go 
spooky and dress up as mummies, ghouls, 
and zombies. The Scouts participated in 
many party games, such as traditional apple 
bobbing and pumpkin bowling; plus scarier 
games like tiddlywinks with spiders, guess 
the gore in the box and wink murder! It’s 
safe to say that our scary Scouts had a 
frightfully fantastic time. 

On November 10th we held our annual 
Remembrance service and all our Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts took time out to remember 
those that have sacrificed their lives for us. 
After meeting at Great Notley Community 
Centre we walked in our troops to White 
Court Memorial, with many families 
following. Children read their prepared 
poems, prayers were said, wreaths laid and 
the Last Post followed a traditional 
reflective silence.  

Making and creating are fantastic skills that 
are always enjoyed by Scouts. This term 
Scouts worked on making their own 
woggles (a device to fasten a scarf). 
Paracord was used to fashion many 
colourful woggles, which tested not only our 
Scout’s creative skills but also their knot 
knowledge! Afterwards Scouts proudly 
modelled their homemade woggles on their 
scarves. 

The next badge our Wednesday Scouts 
worked towards was their Electronics 
badge. Patrols were given electronics 
information and had to answer a set of 
questions correctly in order to qualify for 
the badge. They also had to follow a set of 
instructions and build a ‘Brush Bug’ using a 
series circuit, which is no mean feat for 
these young Scouts. Many completed this 
successfully, learning yet another life skill 
through Scouting. 



The challenges continued this term with a 
‘Teamwork Challenge’ award, which was led 
by a Young Leader. Scouts split into three 
teams and then worked on how to build the 
strongest bridge out of newspapers, string 
and tape. Scouts first carefully designed and 
then built the bridges, which were tested 
with toy cars and weights. Great fun was 
had on this evening, with many budding 
architects being recognised and rewarded. 

This term will culminate in a Scout Christmas 
party at Jump Street in Chelmsford and every 
Scout is excited for what promises to be a fun-
packed evening. Plans are already afoot for an 
exciting programme next term; including a Bat 
Hike and Scouts will work towards Astronomy 
and Circus Skills badges. As the dark nights set 
in it’s hard to organise too many hikes but 
once the evenings are lighter and warmer 
then outdoor activities will recommence in 
earnest. Until then everyone at 1st Great 
Notley Scout Group would like to wish you all 
peaceful and very merry Christmas! 

   

        

To find out more about how you can be involved with the 1st Great Notley Scout Group, or how 
your child can join, please visit the website www.greatnotleyscouts.org or contact the Group 
Scout Leader, Paul Ashworth: paul.ashworth@greatnotleyscouts.org, telephone: 07932 063 591. 

Meeting days and locations are as follows:  
 
Beavers  Wednesday evenings (Planets Colony)   Great Notley Community Centre 
Beavers  Saturday mornings (Eagles colony)   Great Notley Community Centre 
Cubs   Tuesday evenings (Great Leighs)   Great Leighs school 
Cubs   Wednesday evenings (Great Notley)  Great Notley Community Centre 
Scouts   Monday evenings (Great Leighs)   Great Leighs School 
Scouts   Wednesday evenings (Great Notley)    Great Notley Community Centre 
 

  @GtNotleyScouts  1st Great Notley Scout Group 

1st Great Notley Scout group is currently one of the biggest groups in the Braintree District and, as such, we do 
have to operate a waiting list for admission into the Beaver and Cub sections.  
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The Notley Night Sky

The Notley Night Sky for the New Year and Early Spring 2020

In the last issue of this magazine I mentioned the transit of Mercury which took place

on 11 November. This was when the planet Mercury could be seen traversing

across the face of the Sun. I did manage to spot it from early to mid-afternoon

through my telescope fitted with a proper solar filter. I had to battle with intermittent

low cloud which did not make it easy, but see it I did and I was able to show one or two

of my neighbours who were around at the time and suitably impressed

From January onwards and well into March, watch out for the planet Venus in the

South West. You can't miss it! |It is very bright and will get even brighter as the

season progresses. In fact, during April and into May it won't set until well after

midnight.

On the 7 January watch out for the full moon passing very close to a cluster of stars

called the Hyades. They are in the constellation of Taurus the Bull and the bright star

you can see nearby is calledAldebaran which means 'the eye of the bull'. To the right

is another star cluster called the Pleiades or Seven Sisters. I have mentioned them

many times before in this column: they make a lovely sight through binoculars.

During the first two weeks of February see if you can spot Mercury to the right of

Venus and lower down towards the horizon. Apair of binoculars and a clear Western

horizon will be very helpful. Make sure that the Sun has set first before attempting

this.

Through into March and the hours of darkness are getting less. The Spring Equinox

is on the 20 March this year and the hours of daylight are now more than those of

dark. The planets Jupiter, Saturn and Mars make a nice grouping in the South East

before dawn. See accompanying sketch.

Throughout the whole of this period the great constellation of Orion the Hunter can be

seen marching across the southern skies, followed by Leo the Lion further over to the

left. I have also mentioned these many times in the past. The stars of Orion can be

used as pointers to many other stars and constellations.

th

th

th
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Don't forget to log on to www.northessexastro.co.uk for further details and also

details of observing sessions from the Discovery Centre. Merry Christmas and a

Happy New Year to you all and clear skies (at least at night!).

Paul Freeman
November 2019
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FONGS

The Friends of Notley  
Green Primary School 
 
 
It’s been a busy autumn term for the Friends of Notley Green 
Primary School!  
 
We thank our school families and local community who have 
supported us and enabled us to do so much for the children 
at Notley Green Primary School. 
 
As 2019 draws to a close, we would like to wish everyone     
 a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 
Our New Sensory Garden  
 
Funds raised throughout the 2018/2019 school year have been used to build Notley Green 
Primary School’s new sensory garden, which was designed in part by the children.  
 
We are incredibly pleased to say the new sensory garden was finished by Hall 
Landscaping & Property Refurbishment over the summer break and will be a great asset 
to our school. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The new sensory garden follows last year’s installation of a new trim trail, neither of which 
would have been possible without the fantastic support we receive from the parents/carers 
of Notley Green children, our volunteers, the many local businesses who sponsor or 
donate to our events, as well as the wider local community who help support our events. 
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Christmas Fayre - Saturday 7th December 2019 
 
We are now in full Christmas mode with our Christmas Fayre taking place on Saturday 7th 
December.  
 
With your support we hope that this year’s Fayre will be our best yet. Special thanks go out 
to our sponsors Branocs Estates and Yelo Taxis as well as all local businesses who have 
contributed to our Grand Prize Draw. 
 
We're also looking forward to seeing our school choir and cheerleading squad perform as 
well as our special guests from Rascals and White Court Dance who are also kindly giving 
up their time to perform and provide entertainment to all our guests on the day.  
 
We can't wait. 
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Father Christmas visits - Tuesday 17th December 

We are very pleased to say we will once again be accompanying 
Father Christmas and the Braintree Lions on their visit around 
Great Notley on Tuesday 17th December.  
 
We are very grateful to the Braintree Lions and the local 
community for helping us to raise money for our school and 
spread a little Christmas joy.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bag2School  
 
We have joined forces with Bag2School to raise 
funds for our school and also help the environment 
by diverting unwanted textiles away from landfill.  
 
We will be collecting good quality unwanted textiles 
in the new year, giving you any opportunity to sort 
through cupboards/wardrobes and have a post 
Christmas clear down.  
 
Each Notley Green Primary School pupil will be 
provided with a collection bag, but bags are also 
available on request via our Facebook page.  
 
 
 

Please see our Facebook page, The Friends of Notley Green Primary School and 
Twitter Fongs_pta to be kept up to date on our events and projects. 
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Solutions

White Court School
Nursery

The Nursery at White Court School aims to provide a safe,

secure and caring environment for children aged 3-4 years.

Morning session – 8:45 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Afternoon session – 12:45 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Full days are available, with a small charge for

lunchtime supervision.

Open morning for children due to start September 2020
Thursday 6 February 2020 9.10 a.m.

For more details and registration forms:

th

Please contact the school office

Tel: 01376 331801
OR

Email: EYadmin@whitecourt.essex.sch.uk
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Advertising in the Great Notley Times
The Great Notley Times is delivered to approximately 2,400 homes within the Parish
of Great Notley.  It is published by the Parish Council on a quarterly basis.  The Parish
Council are pleased to support local businesses by providing advertising space in this
magazine.
Advertising rates are on an annual basis so that your advert will appear in four
consecutive issues.  The annual rates are as follows –

One eighth page £40    One Quarter page £80 and one half page £160
Please note that the rates for the black and white adverts only guarantees an advert
within each magazine and does not guarantee a specific space as the set up of the
magazine is dictated by editorial content.

A limited number of full colour adverts can also be accommodated on the inside of
the front or back covers at the following annual rates
Half page £200 and one quarter page £100
To advertise in this magazine please contact the clerk by email
greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com  you can also email your artwork to her at this address.
You may also telephone her on 01376 331251.   Please confirm the size and type of
advert you require.  At present payment can only be accepted by cheque made
payable to Great Notley Parish Council.

Black and White Adverts

Colour adverts
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07984 947531 or 01376 807685 (evenings)

www.bowmanjoinery.co.uk • dean@bowmanjoinery.co.uk

Fitted Wardrobe Specialists

Bespoke Storage Ideas, Bookcases, Internal Works

Such As Doors, Skirting & Architraves, Flooring,

Shelving, Flatpacks & More.

Free Quotes • Full Public Liability Insurance

��

COME AND TRY  
      BRAINTREE CHORAL SOCIETY 

Conductor  Janette Ruocco

Accompanist Tony Evans

We rehearse on Tuesdays 7.30 to 9.30
in term times at The Learning for Life Centre 
Manor Street, Braintree, CM7 3HW. 

 We perform three to four concerts a year 
 presenting a very varied programme. 

No auditions.  Just come and give us a try.  
 Learn with us. 

No subscriptions for a trial period.
 Under 26 free. 

 Contact 01376 331349 or 320822  
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Centre for Health of Body and 
Mind 

A beau ful space to let go of any worries and 
nourish your Body, Mind and Soul. Offering    
Yoga, Pilates, Medita on,  Relaxa on, Chair   
Yoga, Gong and Sound Baths, Drumming, and 
more. Classes for all abili es and everyBODY! 

Ideally located in the countryside at Slamseys 
Barn, only minutes from Great Notley and         
accessible by foot or car (plenty of free  park-
ing) 

For more informa on on classes please see 
website 

www.notleyyoga.co.uk 
notleyyoga@gmail.com 
Leigh 07723 321818 
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david@dwantplumbing.com    www.dwantplumbing.com

D. Want
Plumbing

• 6 month guarantee / 10% discount to new customers

• Bathroom and wet room installation specialists

• Leaks, dripping taps, repairs, showers and fault finding

• Kitchens

• Supplying and fitting tapworks water softeners

• Registered Aqualisa Installer

• Radiators and towel radiators

• And more…..

All aspects of plumbing, heating and maintenance.

Supplying a local, friendly and reliable service for over 20 years.

Great Notley 01376 348404

Mobile 07786 165643

Great Leighs 01245 633994
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Notley Green
Carpet Bowls Club

NOTLEY GREEN CARPET BOWLS CLUB

It is with sadness that I start my article with the news of the passing recently of Dennis Hills

who was chairman of our Bowls Club. Following his move into the area Dennis found a

new interest (as well as his love for Tottenham Hotspur Football Club) soon becoming a

very enthusiastic member of the club and considering he had not played carpet bowls

previously became a very good player representing the club in friendly and league

matches. In a relatively short space of time Dennis became chairman of the club, sadly

the rapid onset of ill health meant that he was only able to continue in his roll for all too

short a time. Dennis was a quiet, friendly, family man who is greatly missed by all

members of the bowls club. As ever our thoughts are with his family.

The league season is well under way now and continues through until the end of March. I

have to report that we have got off to quite a good start winning two, drawing one and

losing one. At this point in time we sit joint top of the league which may be due to the fact

that we have played more games than anyone else. That will almost certainly change in

the coming months but as of now we will revel in the glory! Having played our last friendly

of the season I think that results are best described as mixed with room for improvement!

Having said that the matches are meant to be taken not too seriously and for members to

have a laugh and a lot of fun.

Our annual dinner this year is again being held at Gosfield Golf Club on Friday the 29th

November. This has been the venue as long as I have been involved with the club but

takes on special significance this year. Roger and Janet Watkins who have organised the

event every year have decided to call it a day and this will be their last year in the hot seat.

Not only have they organised the event year on year but they have also kept the stocks

going of tea/coffee/cups/plates etc etc. for roll up days, matches and events. I would like

to take this opportunity on behalf of the committee and members to say a big thank you to

Roger and Janet for all their hard work over the years as committee members keeping the

club ticking over smoothly and efficiently. Best wishes to you both for the future from

everyone at the club. It is a tradition that Janet and Roger present raffle prizes to

everyone who attends the annual dinner, the only thing they ask is that you tell a joke to

your fellow guests. I will report on the standard of jokes in my next article!!

We have recently acquired new members into the club bringing our total to over 40. This

can only be good for the future wellbeing of the club so if you want to come along and give

it a go even if you have never played carpet bowls before you will be made very welcome.

As ever we play on Monday and Thursday afternoons between 1.15pm and 3.45pm at

Notley Green Community Centre.

Can I take this opportunity to wish readers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and

Healthy New Year from everyone at Notley Green Carpet Bowls Club.

Ray Hall - Chairman
Notley Green Carpet Bowls Club.
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Badminton Players Wanted

Have you ever played?  - It doesn't matter what standard you are, if you
enjoy playing social badminton then just call in any TUESDAY between
1.45pm and 3.45pm at the Notley Green Community Centre and join us
for a free taster session.

Never played before?  - No problem -
we are a friendly bunch, so call in and have a go -
we can supply a racquet, but please wear trainers
with non-marking soles.

Contact Keith on
01376 327687
or just turn up!

Badminton

Table Tennis
The Table Tennis club has now been going for 10
years and is proving to be extremely popular,
with regularly attendance of 20 to 30+. We cater
for all abilities and it is amazing how quickly
players who have not played since their youth
club days quickly improve. We do not take
competition too serious but we do have an
annual single and double competition which is
just beginning for this year. However, it is not all
about table tennis as we do have an active social
s i d e .

Our Christmas dinner outing is now a permanent
well supported feature, last year we were at
"Weavers" in Bocking. We meet every Thursday
morning at the Community Hall and have just
extended our hours to 10.00 am to 1.00 pm,
which gives members more attendance
flexibility. Unfortunately our membership is
currently full so we are having to introduce a
waiting list. If you would like to be added to the
waiting list please call Roger Watkins on 01376
329289



Parish Contacts
Names and telephone numbers - Please help us keep the list up-to-date

The Community Contacts page

The Parish Council is updating the community contacts section of this magazine.

Due to changes in Data Protection legislation a consent form has been sent to all

those who are currently included in the list. If your organisation usually appears in

the list and is not included on this occasion it is because the form has not been

returned to the Parish Clerk. If you would like your club details to be included in

future editions then please return the form to the Clerk as soon as possible. You

may also consent to your club's details appearing on the Parish Council website. If

you are a club or group that is not currently included in the contact section and

would like to be included – again please contact the Clerk. Her contact details are –

greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com or by phone 01376 331251

organisation Contact name Contact details

Art club Isobel Chaudry 01376 552376

Badminton Keith Hind 01376 327687

Carpet bowls Dennis Hills 01376 793110

White Court Dance club Margaret Cave 07809 042964

Church in Great Notley Revd. Iain Bendrey 01376 567971

NGCA 01376 348449

Photography club gnpc@gmail.com

Scouts David Wright 07910 128882

Tai Chi 01206 576167

Toddler Group NGCA 01376 348449

workout Brendan Cassidy thechair@ngca.org.uk

Gardening Club Pauline Inskipp 01376 342165

Tuneful Tots Kelly Croker 0759 0031278

Notley Yoga Leigh Acteson-Rook 07723 321818

GP Surgery 01376 341411

Ducklings Pre-School Julie Cook 01376 340432

Little Notleys pre-school Steph Long 01376 339590

Busy Bees nursery Melissa Harrison 07723 321818

White Court Primary School Dianne Deans 01376 331801

Notley Green Primary School Claire Russell 01376 343485

Brownies and Rainbows www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

Rascalls Dianne Neave 01376 331543

Local History Group Ian Hume 01376 330733

Slamseys Ruth Wheaton 01245 361400

North Essex Astronomical

Society www.northessexastro.co.uk

Braintree District Walkabout Angela Gakis 07799068408

WINGS WI joinourwi@gmail.com
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Christmas
Wishes
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All Councillors and Staff at

Great Notley Parish Council

hope that you have had a

lovely Christmas and

offer best wishes for

the New Year



             Clerk: Suzanne Walker 
                                               Tel:

                                                     E-mail: 
  

  

Parish Councillors 

Dorothy Griffin  7 Thatcher’s Way, Great Notley, CM77 7HB 
(Chairman)  Dorothy.mary@btinternet.com  
 
Frankie RICCI  1 Drayman’s Grove, Great Notley, CM77 7GY 
(Vice-Chairman)  01376 322695 
 
David Arthur  David.d.c.arthur@btinternet.com  
 
Graham Butland  25 Highclere Road, Great Notley 
    cllrgbutland@btinternet.com  
 
Barry Crawford  10 Bridge End Lane, Great Notley 
    07966 550507 barry.crawford@sky.com  
 
Tom Cunningham  35 Malyon Close, Braintree CM7 2QZ 
    07891 537669  Cllr.cunningham@gmail.com 
 
 
Tony Pritchard  gftonycarol@gmail.com  
 
Graham Sheppard 39 Cuckoo Way, Great Notley 
    Grahamsheppard101@gmail.com  

 
 
District Councillors 
    
Graham BUTLAND,  25 Highclere Road, Great Notley CM77 7WX 
    01376 345681     E-mail: cllrgbutland@btinternet.com 
 
Frankie RICCI,   1 Drayman’s Grove, Great Notley, CM77 7GY 
    01376 322695  
 
Tom CUNNINGHAM 35 Malyon Close, Braintree 
    Cllr.cunningham@gmail.com 07891 537669 
 
   
County Councillor 
Graham BUTLAND 25 Highclere Road, Great Notley CM77 7WX 
    01376 345681      email: graham.butland@essex.gov.uk 
 

Clerk: Suzanne Walker

Tel: 01376 331251
E-mail: greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com

www.essexinfo.net/great-notley-parish-council/


