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At last, we seem to be on the road back to normality. It seems it’s not to be 
an easy one but, as long as we all take care, we are set to win the race 
against the new variants that are troubling us at the moment. It is lovely to 
see the village coming into its own again with all the beautiful trees and 
shrubs in full bloom despite the unseasonable weather and an unusually wet 
May. 
 
 
The newly refurbished RAFT seems to have been much appreciated by all 
and thanks must go to Groundworks and Bencrete for their work on this pro-
ject. Activities at the Community Centre and on the green are once more 
available and local restaurants and pubs are open again. It seems such a 
long time since we’ve been able to meet with family and friends and to go out 
together with other people and enjoy their company. 
 
 
The Parish Council has continued with business as usual throughout the 
pandemic but must now return to meetings in person. The government has 
not given permission to continue with Zoom meetings so we hope to see res-
idents at the Notley Green Community Centre once again. We would like to 
see the community spirit, that has grown during lockdown, to continue. So 
many have given their time in helping others and looking out for neighbours. 
 
 
Thanks must go to the members of Council and to Suzanne Walker for all 
her advice on Facebook and our webpages, to the litter team who have 
worked so hard and to the WI for their skills in beautifully decorating the vil-
lage sign at various times throughout the year. With so many people out and 
about it has been lovely for us to have such a cared for village to walk 
through during our time in lockdown. 
 
 
We have come through at last, though with no little loss and distress and I 
wish us all well for the rest of the year 
 
Dorothy Griffin 
Chairman Great Notley Parish Council 

Chairman’s Introduction 
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Chairman’s Report 2020/21 

This year has been a very difficult one for all of us but especially for those who 
have lost loved ones.  
  
The Parish Council has continued its work without interruption, but meetings have 
been held online using Zoom and we have had members of the public logging on as 
welcome participants.  We have seen a few changes within the team, welcoming 
Mark Hagger as a new councillor, and also welcoming a new litter picker to the 
team enabling the Parish Council to continue to provide litter picking for 7 days a 
week.  I would like to thank those who gave up their time freely to assist with deci-
sion making to ensure Great Notley and White Court remain a well-regarded and 
happy place to live and work. 
  
Some of the main points that we have delivered on in the 2020/2021 civic year are 
summarised below: 
  

The Parish Council continues to provide 70 hours a week litter picking to keep 
Parish clean and tidy but has, at times, to increase these hours because of 
the large increase in rubbish being deposited during lockdowns. In addi-
tion, the PC has purchased new litter bins and updated the map boards. 

  
We have almost completed the refurbishment of the play area at the RAFT hav-

ing raised a large amount of grant funding towards the project and conclud-
ing the lease of land from BDC. It is hoped to reopen by mid-April 

  
We continue to maintain the Levens Way play area which is open once again 

after closures because of safety issues caused by the pandemic 
  
The North Essex Parking Partnership have been helpful in tackling the issue of 

inconsiderate and illegal parking within the village, but we await the deci-
sions on requests for a 20-mph speed limit in White Court and a speed sur-
vey on London Road. We continue to liaise with the Country Park regard-
ing overspill parking onto village, and with schools to assist them in the 
challenge of parking at school run times. BDC are soon to place bollards 
by Panners Bridge to stop unwary pedestrians crossing and encourage their 
use of the footpaths around it. 

  
Our newly formed Health and wellbeing working group has been busy liaising 

with the GPs surgery, the volunteer hub at the Church, and the Community 
Association. It has also produced a leaflet circulated by councillors and 
volunteers to all homes. This set out the help available from volunteers at 
the Church and the Social prescriber at the surgery. 

  
The Council also agreed to purchase mobile phones to be lent to the Church 

hub in order to help with communication at this difficult time. 
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The provision of allotments moves slowly but the Clerk has been in touch with 

The National Allotment Society who are pleased to offer any help that is 
necessary 

  
Having been unable to hold a Remembrance Service this year we were grateful 

to the WI who decorated the village sign beautifully in an act of remem-
brance. They will do something similar at Easter and we are very grateful to 
them. 

  
Similarly, the Torchlight Procession was not possible, and we are to review our 

future Christmas activities 
  
Communication with residents using the Great Notley Times magazine, the 

website and Facebook page as well as getting information out quickly has 
been very important this year. This has been ably done by the Clerk, Su-
zanne Walker, who is quick to respond to queries from residents and ever 
mindful of all information they will find useful 

  
The Strategy concerning trees in the parish, especially along Great Notley Ave-

nue, is on hold because of the pandemic but will be addressed as soon as is 
possible with Braintree District Council who are responsible for tree man-
agement in the Parish. 

  
We will continue to represent the Parish with sound approaches to Essex County 
Council, Braintree District Council and other statutory bodies when we have con-
cerns or issues that require a collaborative approach to overcome. 
  
Parish Council Tax increases of a small amount will be applied from April. In the 
instance of a band D property this equates to an increase of £1.70 per year or 3 pence 
per week. 
  
The reason for the increase is to cover increased staff costs in view of the increase in 
the minimum wage and to ensure that the village remains clean and tidy in accord-
ance with expectations of residents.  
  
I would like to thank my Vice Chairman Frankie Ricci for his support over the past 
few months, along with my fellow Parish councillors, the litter picking team and the 
Parish Clerk. 
  
Dorothy Griffin 
Chairman Great Notley Parish Council 
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Recycling 

Each year it is estimated that 2 million tonnes of electrical and electronic 
equipment 
goes to waste. Braintree District Council is therefore running a 12-month trial 
of 
offering drop off locations for such items which could include anything from 
electric 
toothbrushes, small radios, toasters to hairdryers! 
The drop off arrangements in this Parish is the Community Centre car park, 
Notley 
Green CM77 7US and the service will be available from 12.30 to 2pm on the 
following dates: 
28th July 
25thAugust 
22nd September 
20th October 
17th November 
15th December 
 
Whilst Covid restrictions are in place please observe social distancing. 

Channel Sweeping 

Channel Sweeping  

Braintree District Council will be sending the street sweepers into the Parish 
on the following dates to sweep the gutters.   
 
So that the sweepers can get right up to the kerbside please make sure your 
car is parked on your driveway on those days. 
 
30th June to 5th July 2021 
 
30th September to 5th October 2021 
 
4th to 7th January 2022 
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Parish Events 2021 
As we slowly emerge from lockdown the Parish Council has 
been collaborating with other Community Groups, specifically 
the Notley Green Community Association and the local Wom-
en’s Institute WINGS to consider community events for later in 
the year. 
 

 

Remembrance Day 
For this year and in view of the fact that the Parish Council wish-
es people to feel confident to come to an event and socially dis-
tance if they wish the Remembrance Sunday event will be held 
on the village green.  As usual youth organizations will be invit-
ed and residents are also welcome to attend on Sunday 14

th
 No-

vember 2021 at 12 midday. 
In addition, this year, after the event there will be a get together 
in the Community Centre. 
There will be more information in the autumn edition of the mag-
azine but do please note the new arrangements. 
 
 

 

Christmas event 
Plans are underway to organize a wonderful family event in and 
around the Community Centre on 18

th
 December 2021 so do put 

the date in your diary and as plans progress the details will be 
published in the next edition of the magazine and on Facebook. 

Parish Events 

Parish Events 2021 
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EEC Councillor Report 2020/21 

ECC Councillor Report 

ANNUAL REPORT TO PARISH COUNCILS IN THE THREE 
FIELDS WITH GREAT NOTLEY COUNTY DIVISION FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR GRAHAM BUTLAND 
 
The last twelve months have been challenging for all our com-
munities as the effect of the COVID pandemic has been felt 
throughout the area. 
 
I congratulate all eight Parish Councils on maintaining their ser-
vices to residents and for the way in which many of them have 
helped to look after more vulnerable members of the communi-
ty. 
 
As the local County Councillor, I have not been able, due to 
lockdown, restrictions, to get around the area as much as I 
would normally do.  Nevertheless, working with the Parish 
Clerks and being able to attend many of the Parish Council 
meetings via Zoom I have been able to deal with most of the 
local issues that have arisen. 
 
Throughout the year Highways issues have tended to dominate 
the agenda together with flooding matters arising from the wet 
period in January and February.  Essex County Council invited 
each County Councillor to put forward 50 potholes in their Divi-
sion for priority treatment.  I forwarded all the potholes 
“nominated” by the Parish Councils and they have been dealt 
with during the year.  However, rather like painting the Forth 
Bridge, road repairs remain a never-ending task. 
 
In February 2021, I facilitated a meeting between the Parishes 
and the Essex Police, Fire & Crime Commissioner, Roger Hirst, 
on the issue of nuisance vehicles speeding through our villag-
es.  I am delighted that the Commissioner recognised the dis-
turbance that is causes to residents and that he has agreed an 
action plan to tackle the issue. 
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Finally, in 2020-21 the county Council introduced a new Locality 
Fund whereby each County Councillor was allocated £10,000 to 
use in their Division to support local projects. 
 
I was delighted that I was able to support projects in all eight of 
the parishes as follows, 
 
£2,250 Salings Parish Council to provide wooden gates at 

entry points to the village. 
£1,000 William Bendlowe Charity towards the cost of 

building a petanque terrain at Shalford Village 
Hall. 

£2,000 St Mary’s Church, Wethersfield towards the cost 
of urgent roof repairs at the church. 

£1,000 Panfield Community Association towards the cost 
of repairs to the roof of the Village Hall. 

£1,000 Great Bardfield Parish Council towards the refur-
bishment of the school green footpath. 

£1,000  Great Notley Parish Council to support the up-
grading of village maps at the entrances to Great 
Notley and White Court. 

£700 Wethersfield Community Centre to complete floor-
ing in the community centre rooms. 

£400 Friends of the Flitch Way to support the mainte-
nance of the area. 

£300 Rayne Village Hall to purchase PPE and cleaning 
supplies during the pandemic. 

£132 Finchingfield Guildhall to purchase a whiteboard 
for the Guildhall. 

 
Let us hope that 2021-22 will see a gradual and safe return to 
normality. 
 
Best wishes, 
County Councillor Graham  Butland 
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The Parish Council is very pleased to announce the completion 
of the upgrade of the recreational area for teenagers (RAFT) at 

Notley Green. 
 
The old metal skate ramp and old seats have been removed and replaced with a new 
concrete ramp and a youth shelter.  Also, the existing goal ends and basketball 
hoops have been repaired and repainted.  The vegetation was cut back to improve 
visibility and the aesthetic of the area. 
 
Thanks to the contractors Bendcrete Leisure for carrying out the work and thanks 
also to the agencies that assisted in funding the project being National Lottery 
Awards for All, Essex County Council Community Initiatives Fund, Stansted Air-
port Community Fund and the Tesco Bags of Help scheme.  There was also some 
developer contribution section 106 money available and from an amount of money 
previously set aside by the Parish Council. 
 
The area is proving to be very popular and it is hoped that the upgraded area will be 

enjoyed by young people in the Parish for years to come! 

RAFT Update 

RAFT Update 
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Crime Prevention 

Your Heritage and Culture needs you 

We have spoken of metal theft before, seeing it in many forms i.e. the theft of cata-
lytic convertors from the exhaust system on cars and vans, lead from roofs old and 
modern rural and urban, cabling for utilities such as telecommunications and many 
other examples from around us where there are valuable metals. This time we are 
focusing on our heritage and culture under threat, and again seeking those extra pairs 
of eyes to report anything that you believe is suspicious.  
The country and our county are full of a wealth of heritage and culture each telling a 
story of our past, some listed others not, some attractive and others perhaps not so 
attractive but each with a story. Our heritage and culture have been there for past and 
present generations to discover, enquire, learn from and enjoy and we need to protect 
it for future generations; it’s like a piece of a jigsaw if a piece is missing the picture 
is not complete. A heritage asset cannot be replaced, when it’s gone it’s gone, when 
its damaged it may not able be possible to repair that damage satisfactorily and fu-
ture generations are deprived of it.  
Heritage crime comes in many forms, these are but a few:  

The theft of lead from a roof and its resultant water damage causing catastrophic 
damage to a church of other heritage building potentially also causing the 
cancellation of a wedding or other function. 

Our heritage buildings, grounds and structures also suffer from the theft of pav-
ing stones, bricks, and other architectural masonry. 

Monuments and memorials suffer from damage, and theft, often of metal 
plaques bearing the names of events of those recognised. 

Royal mail post boxes many unique and recognised from a specific period in 
time are stolen. 

Burglaries from historic venues and museums like that recently from Arundel 
Castle that stolen including the Gold Rosary Beads carried by Mary Queen 
of Scots at her execution in 1587, many visitors would have looked in awe 
of it and its history within its showcase. 

‘Nighthawking’ the theft of archaeological material by unlawful metal detecting 
on scheduled monuments. 

Graffiti to heritage structures.   
All these crimes will not only have a detrimental impact on their custodians but 

also on the local community, families, and those from further afield. Some 
locations will be isolated and others may not, some may have neighbours, 
visitors, passer-by’s, dog walkers, horse riders, hikers and more; see some-
thing suspicious report it to staff where appropriate, or the police using 999 
if you believe a crime is in progress or 101, online or chat if not an emer-
gency. Don’t know where you are use the “What Three Words” App 
https://what3words.com/products/what3words-app/  police and other emer-
gency services use it.  

So, what can be done? We can make it more difficult to steal and we can make it 
more difficult to dispose of.  
Making it more difficult to steal or dispose of:  

Report any suspicious activity: i.e. the car or other vehicle parked up in a sus-

https://what3words.com/products/what3words-app/
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picious manner or seemingly out of place going down that lonely lane to 
an isolated church, unusual activity around a church, heritage or other 
building when it’s not normal especially on a roof, unmarked vehicle with 
people removing a mailbox, unusual activity on a known scheduled monu-
ment or late evening/night metal detecting. NB – If you have planned 
building work let your neighbours, parishioners, employees know includ-
ing who they are, what hours they will be there and provide an emergency 
contact number.  

Make it harder to steal: i.e. reduce access make them walk further and into pub-
lic view especially when protecting buildings and their roofs, remove aids 
to the thief i.e. tools to do the job and climbing aids or something to carry 
their ill-gotten gains away, consider an alarm, with lead from roofs espe-
cially try and make access difficult subject to certain conditions you could 
use a spiky topping around downpipes fencing and roofs. Consider elec-
tronic security and CCTV. 

Making it harder to dispose of: to start off with if its less attractive its less like-
ly to be stolen so appropriate property marking and signage may deter. 
Property marking makes it harder to dispose of, and there is something for 
almost everything from historic artefacts on the seabed to catalytic conver-
tor to roofing material to your day to day property. NB seek advice and 
the relevant authorities before marking heritage items. An unmarked 
piece of property can be anonymous when stolen, in most cases we don’t 
know where it came from and therefore any prosecution is that much more 
difficult. A thief will know this and therefore anything that ties it back to 
the owner presents a risk not only to the thief but also to the handler, if the 
handler will not take it or it causes difficult questions at a boot fair or other 
then it’s not worth stealing it in the first place.  

If you are buying a piece of history, heritage stone, architectural masonry etc. 
question its provenance, where it came from, legitimacy of the seller, if in 
doubt report it to Trading Standards or the Police.  

Essex is one of a growing number of counties in the network of Heritage Watches, 
talking to each other, with members helping to protect our heritage for this and fu-
ture generations. Protect your neighbourhood by setting up a Neighbourhood Watch, 
Heritage Watch or Business Watch if you have not got one, the signage deters, and 
many eyes are better than one pair 
For further advice on heritage crime and crime prevention see: 

www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/ or 
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/caring-for-heritage/heritage-crime/   

For further information on Heritage Watch email: 

 essex.watch.liaison.officers@essex.police.uk  

Stephen Armson-Smith 

http://www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/caring-for-heritage/heritage-crime/
mailto:essex.watch.liaison.officers@essex.police.uk
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News from the school 

Notley Green Primary 

It’s been a busy term at Notley Green Primary 
School. We’re all really enjoying our learning and are 
busy preparing for our Performing Arts festival. Each 
year group is responsible for improving an outdoor 
area of our school as part of our Nature’s Voice pro-
ject.  
 
EYFS have been learning about Brazil. They’ve been 
on a Rainforest adventure, looking at plants and ani-
mals. They have been exploring gymnastics and making carnival masks. The children 
have also been comparing their own locality with Brazil. Their Nature’s Voice pro-
ject has been a bee project where they have been researching bees and their im-
portance to our environment. They carried out a bee survey and have chosen bee 
friendly flowers to plant. The children thought about colours, scents and textures to 
attract bees. 
 
Year 1 have been learning all about Kenya. They have studied colours and patterns in 
Kenyan art and clothing and have compared the weather there to here in Braintree. 
The children have created fact files about Kenya and used Paint on the computers to 
create animals and flags linked to Kenya. For their Nature’s Voice project, Year 1 
have designed a wildlife garden to attract bees, insects, birds and hedgehogs. They 
have designed butterfly houses and bug hotels and will be making their own bird bath 
and feeders. 
 
Year 2 are learning about China and are comparing the country to the UK. The chil-
dren have made wontons and have learnt and written some Chinese words and 
phrases and have studied the artist Qai Bi Shi, creating their own watercolour in a 
similar style. For the Nature’s Voice project, the children are planting a wild flower 
area at the front of the school and creating a concrete garden with pots and planters. 
Year 3 are spending time learning about Mexico. They have studied the climate of 
Mexico and have been learning to read different maps. The children have been learn-
ing about how life is similar and different for children in Mexico and the UK. Their 
Nature’s Voice project has been the Forest School area where they have cleared out 
all the rubbish, removed weeds and tidied everything up. They put bark down on the 
path through the area, have painted benches and made bug hotels to encourage wild-
life to visit. 
 
Year 4 have been busy learning about Greece. They started their topic tasting a range 
of Greek food which they mostly found to be delicious. The children have studied the 
terrain of Greece using Google Earth and have compared London to Athens. The 
Year 4 Nature’s Voice project has been focussed on improving the sensory garden. 
Children have spent time weeded and clearing before deciding which plants they 
would like to grow to enrich the sensory experience. 
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Year 5 have been learning about New Zealand. They have compared the terrain and 
weather patterns with the UK and looked at population density and reasons why are-
as becoming more populated than others. For their Nature’s Voice project, Year 5 
have cleared an area at the side of the school and have chosen a range of wild plants 
and trees to plant which will attract wildlife. They will be planting these in the com-
ing weeks. 
 
Year 6 have been learning about London.  They have been 
studying maps and learning about six figure grid references. 

The children have been exploring changes to the population 
of London over time and are presenting their findings and 

statistics in a range of ways. For their Nature’s Voice pro-
ject, Year 6 are overhauling the allotment. They have spent 
time preparing the ground and digging over the soil.  

The children have researched vegetables they would like to grow and have selected a 
range including carrots, corn on the cob, courgettes, runner beans and various herbs. 
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Parish Council meetings  

Parish Council Meetings  

Great Notley Parish Council Meetings for 2021 
 

Changes have been made in relation to meeting days, dates and times of Parish 
Council meetings for the remainder of 2021.  The dates are set out below. 
 
At each meeting there is an opportunity for residents to raise any issues which are 
relevant to the parish. 
 

 
Monday 19th July 2021 at 8pm in the large hall at the Community Centre 

 
THURSDAY 9th September 2021 at 7.30pm in the large hall of the Community 
Centre 
 
THURSDAY 14th October 2021 at 7.30pm in the large hall of the Community Cen-
tre 
 
At the October meeting a decision will be made as to the dates and venue for the 
meetings in November and December and up to date information can always be 
found on the Parish Council website or by contacting the Clerk – phone 01376 
331251 or email greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 

Tel:01376 331251  
                                                     E-mail: 

greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com 

 

mailto:greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com
Tel:01376
mailto:greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com
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In the west find Arcturus, a bright orange star. if you find the Big Dipper, it’s visible 
to the north-west, you can spot it using the adage “Ark to Arcturus”, follow the Ark 
of the big dippers handle on an imaginary curve bending southwards until you see a 
brilliant orange star Arcturus. The two stars at the far edge of the bowl of the Big 
Dipper will point you towards Polaris, the NorthStar. Arcturus is a signpost in the 
western sky. 

Move eastwards, and high in the sky you’ll find a ‘Summer Triangle’ of very bright 
stars. The one to the south is a blue first magnitude star called Altair. It’s the centre 
and brightest of three stars in a short row. The other two Summer Triangle stars 
almost directly overhead. To the east is a bright star Deneb. It appears at the top of 
the big bright cross of stars sometimes called the northern cross. Unlike its smaller 
but brighter southern namesake the northern cross is not by itself an official constel-
lation; rather it is the neck and wings of Cygnus, the Swan. The brightest of the tri-
angle stars, highest in the sky, is Vega. It’s a brilliant blue white star. Compare its 
colour to the equally bright orange star of Arcturus and the deep red of Antares to 
It’s south. 

In the south you’ll see Antares, a very bright red star it is in the constellation Scorpi-
us which is one of the zodiacs, so look out for planets here too. 

Antares lies in the path of planets and it’s red in colour, Antares can be confused 
with the planet Mars: Antares is Greek for ‘rival of Mars’. However, Antares twin-
kles more than any planet does. 

The west of Antares are three bright stars in a vertical row; these are sometimes 
called the claw of The Scorpion. 

Rising to the east of Antares is a set of stars that look like the outline of a house; 
look more closely for other slightly fainter stars nearby, and you can turn it into the 
shape of a teapot. Indeed, when the sky is really dark you can see a bright knot of 
the Milky Way above it that looks like a cloud of steam coming out of its spout. 
This is Sagittarius, another zodiac constellation and so another place to look for 
planets. It’s also the constellation containing the centre of the Milky Way galaxy, 
and so the richest region of the sky to look for clusters and nebula. 

Rising in the east are the four stars of the Great Square looking more like a diamond 
than a square during this season and to the north the large W shape of Cassiopeia. 
The stars will be used later in the year as a guide post In the winter edition. 

The Milky Way makes a path of light from north-east to the south. On a good dark 
night, it’s nice just to scan your eyes through it looking especially around Sagittarius 
and Deneb and Cygnus. 

July to September Sky guideposts 
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Receipts and payments account for year end 31st 

Parish Council Accounts 
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 Update 

- More than 10 million people in the UK are vaccinated with a 
second dose of the COVID-19 jab. 

- Almost one and five adults in the UK have now received 
both doses. 

- People are urged to take up the second dose to maximise 
protection. 

- Over 10 million people in the UK have received the second 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine 

  
Health services across the UK have now administered a total of 
43,084,487 million vaccines between December 8 and the 18th 
of April including 32,932,448 million people with their first dose 
and 10,152,039 million with a second dose. 
  
The milestone means of 19% of all UK adults have received 
both vaccines. 
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 The government has already hit its target of offering everybody 
in cohorts 1 to 9 - those aged 50 and over, clinically vulnerable 
and health and social care workers are first dose of the vaccine 
by the 15th of April remains on track to offer the job to all adults 
by the end of July. 
  
Vice minister Nadhim Zaharia said “vaccines have already 
saved more than 10,000 lives and this is the best way to protect 
you and your love ones from this dreadful disease” 
“We want to send this virus into retreat no matter who you are, 
where you live, your race or your religion. I encourage everyone 
to get both doses when offered, and help this country return to 
normal life” 
  
All vaccines being used in the UK have undergone robust clini-
cal trials and have met the Independent Medicines and 
Healthcare Products Regulation Agencies strict standards of 
safety effectiveness and quality.  
Rolling reviews are underway by the MHRA to assess the 
Janssen and the Novavax vaccines. 
  
The spread and breadth of the UK vaccination program means 
even more people will soon develop strong protection from seri-
ous illness from COVID-19 infections, saving countless lives 
and significantly reducing pressure on the NHS. 
  
Data from public-health England real-world study, shows the 
vaccines are already having significant impact in the UK, Re-
ducing hospitalisation and death, saving more than 10,000 lives 
between December and March. 
  
  
Approved vaccines are available and thousands of NHS vac-
cine centres, GP practices and pharmacies around 98% of the 
people live within 10 miles of vaccine centre in England and 
vaccinations are taking place at sites including mosques com-
munity centres and football stadiums. 
  
www.Gov.uk 
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Woman’s Institute Notley Green 

At WINGs we feel it is important that we support and bring 
some joy to our community.  We have, once again decorated 
the village sign in a May/Spring floral display based on An Eng-
lish Country Garden theme for all to enjoy.  
 

We were overwhelmed and thrilled to 
receive so many lovely complimentary 
comments.  Well done and a big thank 
you to all those who contributed not on-
ly from our own WI members but from 
the community.  We hope to continue 
with these projects in the future.  
 

 
Our WI had gone from strength to 
strength with new members joining 
us throughout the lockdowns.  The 
age of our membership ranges from 
ladies in their 20s to 70s.  Friend-
ships, lots of laughs and chats are 
growing through meetings and sub-
groups. In March, we enjoyed, a 
paint-a-tutorial with lots of giggles 
from an artist “Quirky Bird”.  
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Forthcoming meetings:- 
17 June – Medical Detection Dogs 
10 July – Refreshment Stall at the Great Notley 
Fete 
15 July – Monthly Meeting 
19 August - Social 
 

Some of these future meetings may still be held on zoom but 
we hope that with this forthcoming calendar we will be able 
meet very soon face to face. We meet at approximately 
7.45pm, with a speaker and some social time to chat with old 
friends and make new ones.  

 
If you wish to know more or want to be part 
of our inspirational and active group of La-
dies in Great Notley then please contact us 
for any more information by email: joino-
urwi@gmail.com or  

visit us on our Facebook page: 
: https://www.facebook.com/womensinstitutenotleygreen/  

Gutter vacuuming available 

mailto:joinourwi@gmail.com
mailto:joinourwi@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/womensinstitutenotleygreen/
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Advertising in the Great Notley Times 
  
The Great Notley Times is delivered to approximately 3142 homes within the Parish 
of Great Notley. It is published by the Parish Council three times a year. The Parish 
Council are pleased to support local businesses by providing advertising space in 
this magazine. 
  
Advertising rates are on a four editions basis so that your advert will appear in four 
consecutive issues. The rates are as follows – 
  
Black and White Adverts 
One eighth page £40  
One Quarter page £80  
One half page £160 
  
Please note that the rates for the black and white adverts only 
guarantees an advert within each magazine and does not guar-
antee a specific space as the setup of the magazine is dictated 
by editorial content. 
  
A limited number of full colour adverts can also be accommo-
dated on the inside of the front or back covers at the following 
annual rates Half Page £200 and One Quarter page £100 
  
To advertise in this magazine please contact the editor by email 
editor@greatnotley.org.uk where you will be sent a booking 
form to return to the same email address, you can also email 
your artwork to this address once your advert has been ap-
proved. 
  
You may also telephone on 07752772444. Please confirm the 
size and type of advert you require.  
 

Advertising in GNT 

Advertising 
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Get your company  
noticed by 3142    

residential  
properties in  
Great Notley 

 
Advertise here from as 

little as £40 for four edi-
tions of the Magazine 

 
Contact the editor 

editor@greatnotley.org.uk 

£230 
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E-Scooter Information 

E-Scooters 

Approved by the Department for Transport, Essex County Council is working 
with Spin, Braintree District Council and Essex Police in leading on the e-
scooter trials as part of its Safer, Greener, Healthier transport campaign. 
Residents of Braintree can access Spin’s e-scooters through a new long-
term hire subscription model as a green, socially-distanced alternative mode 
of transport. For the first time, users who live in 
Braintree will be able to take home their Spin e-
scooters for a monthly flat fee.  You can find out more 
at the link below 
 
https://euwyn-poon-xhzh.squarespace.com/how-to-
ride-in-braintree  
However Please note that private escooters remain 
illegal so if you see an escooter in this area that is not 
part of the Spin trial (they are painted bright orange) 

then it is not a lawful means of transport and should 
be reported to the Police. 

https://euwyn-poon-xhzh.squarespace.com/how-to-ride-in-braintree
https://euwyn-poon-xhzh.squarespace.com/how-to-ride-in-braintree
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Local History Society  

 River curiosities 

Hello, I am Mike Bardell, new chairman of Braintree & Bocking Local History So-
ciety since Ian Hume left the area to live near family two months ago; we send Ian 
and Esther our best wishes and thanks for all the hard work they have put in over 
many years.  
 
The Society is hoping to start meeting again in September. Our venue is St Paul’s 
Church, Hay Lane, Braintree at 7.45pm on the fourth Monday of the month. We 
hold meetings from January to May then September to November. New members 
are always warmly welcomed. 
 
In the absence of any Society news I offer you, something that often comes as a 
surprise, that Harlow, Chelmsford, Witham, Colchester and Clacton were once 
‘Thameside’. The River Thames was forced away from the Mid-Essex Depression, 
south to its present location by the Anglian Ice Sheet around 450,000 years ago. A 
wall of ice, around 1000 metres thick, reached as far as Hornchurch to cause the 
diversion. ‘Thames’ probably means dark water. The river’s former route explains 
the rich sand and gravel deposits hereabouts. 
 
Then Braintree and parts of Bocking could be called ‘Mesopotamia’, land between 
two rivers. That is far-fetched but each town (formally joined on 1 January 1934) 
has its own river and both change their name at a bridge in the urban area. 
 
The Blackwater, first recorded by that name in 1477, becomes the Pant above 
King’s Bridge in Bocking. ‘Pante’ or ‘Pente’ was recorded around 730AD but in the 
late 16th Century the whole river was known both as the Blackwater or Freshwell. It 
maybe that the latter name really only applied to one of the river’s headwaters but it 
lived on as a ‘Hundred’ (the ancient land division) and name of the local magis-
trates court. ‘Fresh’ refers, not to water purity, but is Old English for frog. 
 
The River Brain derives its name from the town itself. It changes name at Clap 
Bridge on Rayne Road to Pod’s Brook. Pod may have been a person’s name but it 
was sometimes written as ‘Padbrooke’ and ‘padde’ was Middle English for toad. 
 
So the town is a place of frogs and toads! 
 
Another curiosity is a name shown until recently on Ordnance Survey maps near the 
Blackwater, immediately north of the Coggeshall Road Recreation Ground - 
‘Hanging Hill’. In case you are concerned by the macabre do not worry. It has noth-
ing to do with gallows but rather it is another Old English term for a wood on a 
steep slope. So Hill Hill! 
 
Mike Bardell 
Society chairman 
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Braintree Foodbank 

Shopping List 
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 Update 

I write this article the day before we are due to return to bowling on 
Monday the 17th May.  The tumbleweed has stopped blowing around 
the now busy streets and roads and we are about to return to playing 
the game we love after what has been a very long time. 
 
We have again put in place all the safety measures required by the 
government like washing and sanitising hands, social distancing regu-
lar cleaning of equipment just as we did for the period of our brief 
return to playing July – September last year.  We are again playing 
two sessions in the one day, one after the other, having sanitised all 
equipment.  We have different players at each session to reduce num-
bers within the hall and help with social distancing having safety up-
permost in our minds. 
 
This time we have the added bonus that most, if not all members will 
have had their two vaccinations which will add to us all feeling a lot 
safer which we did not have last year.  Who knows if we are returning 
to something like normal but we have to hope and pray that lock-
downs are a thing of the past. I guess we will have to wait and see 
what happens in the days and weeks and even months to come? 
 
Friendly matches and league games are something for the future when 
we will hopefully meet up with friends and teams from the area. For 
now let us meet up and socialise away from the four walls of home 
and look forward to getting back to bowling and having a laugh with 
club members we have not seen for many months. 
 
My thanks go out to the Notley Green Carpet Bowling Club Commit-
tee who have along with myself been keeping in touch via Zoom to 
make sure we have again kept up with all the measures we have need-
ed to put in place to safely return to bowling. 
 

Ray Hall 
Notley Green Carpet Bowls Club. 
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White Court Dance 

White Court Dance 

This has been a very strange year, but we are now back to face to face classes we 
hope forever.  After such a long time on zoom the children are ready to take their 
exams. This term they have been working for their ballet grades and freestyle med-
als. It has been impossible to do tap and acro on zoom and very difficult with social 

distancing but hopefully we can concentrate 
on those subjects more next term. 
By the time you read this the exams will be 
over fingers crossed they have done well. 
One of our pupils, Mary-Beth was nominat-
ed to apply for an IDTA freestyle scholar-
ship. Because of the lockdowns this has been 
postponed several times but is now going 
ahead later this term. We wish her good luck 
in her challenge.  

Only 130 out of thousands of exam can-
didates of the very best IDTA dancers in 
this category receive a nomination. 
 
 

We are excited to announce a new 
class for 4 & 5 year olds on a Tues-

day at Notley Green Community 
Centre. Because we have to limit 
numbers due to the Covid pandemic 

we have been unable to accept 
many new pupils, but we have man-

aged to amend the timetable to ac-
commodate more children. Our new 

term starts on Tuesday June 8th and 
everyone is welcome to join. 
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 Update 

 Social Badminton 

You are probable aware that, like other sports clubs, the Table Tennis 
club has not been able to meet during the past year due to the covid 19 
restrictions.  With the easing of restrictions, we are planning to reopen 
on Thursday 24th June (barring any last minute Government changes) 
when we should be able operate something near normality.  So exist-
ing members we look forward to your return.  We do have some mem-
bership spaces available so if you would like to come along and give it 
a try we would be pleased to see you. 
 
The table tennis club meets on Thursday mornings at the Community 
Hall between10.00 am and 1.00 pm.  The three hour session gives 
flexibility, we don’t expect players to attend the full 3 hours.  We have 
5 tables in use so there is never too much sitting around waiting for a 
game.  It is an extremely friendly club with competition not too seri-
ous and also very sociable, regularly celebrated member’s birthdays 
during club sessions.  If you would like some gentle exercise with a 
friendly atmosphere just come along. 
 
If you require any further information please call the club secretary, 
Roger Watkins on 01376 329289 

 Update 

If you enjoy social badminton then please call in any TUESDAY between 
1.45 pm and 3.45 pm at the Notley Green Community Hall and join us for 
a FREE taster session. There is a small session fee on subse-
quent occasions. 

 
 It doesn’t matter what standard you are or whether you have never 
played before. We are a friendly bunch, so just drop in and give it a 
try. We can supply a racquet, but please wear trainers with non-
marking soles. 
 
 Contact Keith on 01376 327687 or just turn up! 
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Parish Councillors 

 

Dorothy Griffin - Chairman  7 Thatcher's Way, Great Notley, CM77 7HB 
    cllrdgriffin@greatnotley.org.uk 
 
Frankie RICCI - Vice Chairman 1 Drayman's Grove, Great Notley, CM77 7GY 
    01376 322695    
    cllrfricci@greatnotley.org.uk 
 
Graham Butland    25 Highclere Road, Great Notley -  
    cllrgbutland@greatnotley.org.uk 
 
Barry Crawford    10 Bridge End Lane, Great Notley  
    07966 550507 
    cllrbcrawford@greatnotley.org.uk 
 
Tom Cunningham   35 Malyon Close, Braintree CM7 2QZ  
    07891 537669 
    Cllrtcunningham@greatnotley.org.uk 
 
Mark Hagger    cllrmhagger@greatnotley.org.uk 
 
Tony Pritchard    cllrtpritchard@greatnotley.org.uk 
 
Graham Sheppard   39 Cuckoo Way, Great Notley 
    cllrgsheppard@greatnotley.org.uk 

District Councillors 
Graham BUTLAND  25 Highclere Road, Great Notley CM77 7WX  
    01376 345681 
 
 
Frankie RICCI   1 Drayman's Grove, Great Notley, CM77 7GY  
    01376 322695 
 
Tom CUNNINGHAM   35 Malyon Close, Braintree  
    07891 537669 
 

County Councillor 
Graham BUTLAND   25 Highclere Road, Great Notley CM77 7WX  
    01376 345681  
    email: graham.butland@essex.gov.uk 

 
Clerk: Suzanne Walker 
Tel: 01376 331251 

E-mail: greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com 
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Organisation Contact Contact Details 

Art Club Isobel Chaudry 01376552376 

Badminton Keith Hind 01376 327687 

Bridge Peter Whent 0797 4940265 

Carpet bowls Ray Hall 01376 749580 

White Court Dance club Margaret Cave 07809 042964 

Church in Great Notley  01376 567971 

Women’s Institute Linda Pickers 07713 754414 

NGCA  01376 348449 

Photography club  gnpc@gmail.com 

Photography club  gnpc@gmail.com 

Scouts Danny Yates 07795 060075 

Tai Chi  01206 576167 

Toddler Group NGCA 01376 348449 

Workout Brendan Cassidy thechair@ngca.org.uk 

Gardening Club Pauline Inskipp 01376 342165 

Tuneful Tots Kelly Croker 0759 0031278 

Notley Yoga Leigh Acteson-Rook 07723 321818 

Feel Good Pilates Karen Blackbourn 07515 547683 

GP Surgery  01376 341411 

Ducklings Pre-School Julie Cook 01376 340432 

Little Notleys pre-school Steph Long 01376 339590 

Busy Bees nursery Melissa Harrison 07723 321818 

White Court Primary School Candida Burrell 01376 331801 

Notley Green Primary School  01376 343485 

Brownies and Rainbows  www.girlguiding.org.uk/interest
ed 

Rascalls Dianne Neave 01376 331543 

Local History Group Ian Hume 01376 330733 

Slamseys Ruth Wheaton 01245 361400 
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