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Chairman’s Report Spring 2022

It is almost 2 years now since Covid came into our lives and changed

our behavior in so many ways. Our hope for the future is that Covid
will be something we will learn to live with in much the same way as
we do with the common cold and flu.
Throughout the pandemic the council continued to have the usual
meetings albeit using Zoom whilst legally permitted. We are now back
to meeting together in the community centre but have tried to make
things easier for residents who prefer not to mix with others indoors by
taking questions and comments sent to us by various means for our
consideration. The minutes of meetings are available as always on our
website www.greatnotley.org.uk and the Parish clerk Suzanne Walker
also uses our Facebook group to notify residents of important matters
and items of interest. We are also pleased to have been able to hold our
part of the council tax this year to the same level as last.
Last year we changed the format of both the Remembrance service and
the Christmas event. The first was prompted by worries about keeping
people apart as the Covid situation became worse again. We felt it was
time for a change at Christmas and how pleased we were to find so
many people prepared to come along and join us on the green around
the Christmas tree. We have many people to thank for the success of
the evening but particularly Suzanne Walker, the staff at the Community Centre, the members of Great Notley WI, Tesco for the food, the
Scouts for the gazebos and, of course, the Strayhorn Brass Quintet. We
must not forget Father Christmas too who made the long journey to
visit the children.
The free pantomime organized by the NGCA and sponsored by Gridserve before the carols proved to be a great success too and it was a
pity there were no more space as the tickets went very quickly and,
sadly, many were disappointed.
There were some concerns about the fate of the Christmas tree after the
event. We had made arrangements for someone to have it but this fell
through and so we are already looking into the possibility of planting a
tree to be used each year. This seems the best way forward as we are
all being encouraged to plant more trees for environmental reasons.
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The council has hopes that a suggested community orchard could also
be a possibility if a suitable plot could be found somewhere in the village.
The allotment provision has moved on to our looking into costs for
amenities such as the water supply, though the actual plot of land is
still not well defined. Other concerns are being addressed and we are
writing to the Police Fire and Crime Commissioner about the ongoing
racing cars problem. Residents often have concerns about planning too
and especially large developments but we have to follow strict procedures when dealing with these. We must make our comments to the
appropriate authorities, on behalf of the community, at the correct time
lest our opinions are forfeited.
The village is coming awake as we move into spring and plants and
trees are once more in bud. We continue to maintain high standards in
vegetation management and cleanliness and in December and January
we engaged a specialist team to deep clean the areas our litter pickers
are unable to reach (for safety reasons) and are looking into making
this an ongoing occurrence. We have had the dust cart visit on 29th
January and a couple of occasions when small electrical appliances
could be disposed of. This all goes towards making our Parish a lovely
one for us all.
Dorothy Griffin
Chairman Great Notley Parish Council
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Essex Police
Crime Prevention
Over Christmas you may have
been lucky enough to have received some new IT and other
gifts, but have you helped protect them yet?
Where applicable have you registered your purchase with the
relevant company it may help
with future possible updates and the serial number will be assigned to
you with the company. Depending on the item and value have you
considered adding it to your home or other insurance?
Have you thought about recording the serial numbers or property
marking it? Be it a cycle, electrical goods, tools, garden equipment or
mobile phone it may have a serial number. There are a number of secure asset recording companies such as www.immobilise.com ,
www.bikeregister.com. Property can also be marked in a number of
different ways depending on the item of property such as engraving,
marking with indelible or UV pens, and there are marking products
such as: SelectaDNA, SmartWater, CRE mark by CRE products to
name but a few (always check the suitability of the method of marking
for the property item).
With jewellery and antiques don’t forget to take photographs of it,
include an “Object ID card” or ruler in a photograph to give it a scale.
Some of these property marking products may also be suitable for
these and you can now upload photographs of your property to Immobilise too.
Many TV’s, personal music devices, computers and other electronics
come pre-loaded with security and/or tracking software, make sure
that it is activated. If you are storing valuable college work or other
on a laptop or mobile device don’t forget to back up your work
elsewhere just in case you lose it or it is stolen.
Smart phones/mobile devices: Don’t forget to make a note of the
IMEI number of a mobile phone, to find it key in *#06#, with this if8

it’s stolen you can block it. You can download an “App” on mobile
phones to find your phone and more importantly wipe that data stored
on it, check your “App store” or mobile phone provider. A little reminder -When texting or talking on phones or listening to music remain “in touch” with your surroundings, a number of road accidents, thefts and assaults occur when we fail to note what’s going on
around us, don’t forget to pass this advice on to children.
For further crime prevention advice see
www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/ or
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Walking Group
Walking Group Update

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL WALKERS!

Since the previous report, the weather has been variable – sometimes
crisp, clear and ideal for getting out and about, but occasionally too
wet to walk with any enjoyment –
on the whole, though, numbers on
all our weekly walks have remained very encouraging.

COVID and family duties reduced attendance at our Xmas Dinner, but a good number of us still managed to enjoy good food
and excellent service at Fowler’s Farm.
On the first Monday of 2022, over thirty of
us walked along the Flitch Way from
Braintree Station to Rayne and back. At the
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time of writing, another Country Walk at Hanningfield Reservoir is
also in the offing.
New walkers are always very welcome. So, if your New Year’s resolution was to get some exercise or just to get out of the house, and
meet new people, why not:
Visit www.walkingforhealth.org.uk Email angela@angelagakis.com
Phone 07799 068408

Public Stargazing
NEAS at Country Park

North Essex Astronomical Society will be at Great Notley Country
park on the following dates:
Friday 11th Februay - Friday 11th March - Friday 8th April

We will have telescopes and binoculars of all shapes and sizes for you
to look through from 7pm –9pm. Wrap up warm and come along, look
out for the red lights. We will be in a slightly different place this year.
Please be aware we cant control the weather, so please check for
heavy cloud before heading out.
April will be our last one until September as the sun doesn't set until
after 7pm
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Notley Green Primary
The Friends of Notley Green Primary School
Whilst our fundraising has largely been paused during the pandemic, we are pleased to say the autumn term saw the return of our Bingo night, Halloween event, discos, Parent Shop, and of course
Christmas Fayre.
Christmas Fayre 2021

Being ever mindful of the safety and wellbeing of others, we took the decision to organise
an outdoor, slightly scaled back Christmas
Fayre on Saturday 4th December 2021. We
were extremely lucky with the weather with
blue skies and sunshine providing the perfect
backdrop for festive fun, craft activities, tombolas, face painting, free sports activities,
refreshments, and our Grand Prize Draw, all
topped off by our amazing Santa and his
elves.

We thank our sponsors Branocs Estates,
Browning Property Maintenance, Blue Bolt
Electrical Services Ltd, Essex Motor Factors,
Yelo Taxis and Tesco, the many local business/individuals who donated prizes for our Grand Prize Draw, our volunteers (in particular, our amazing year 6
pupils who ran a number of the stalls/activities), and all from our school community who attended. We hope to welcome you all again together with the
wider community for our 2022 Christmas Fayre, scheduled for the first Saturday of December.

Recent Purchases for our School
The success of all our recent events has enabled the purchase of fantastic additions to our
school together with enrichments for Notley
Green Primary School pupils.
Over the summer break, Hall Landscaping installed a new outdoor reading area. Whilst we
still await the arrival of a secure storage unit
(delayed due to the timber shortage) to house
books and craft supplies, the reading area is
already being used (and formed the backdrop
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for Santa at our Christmas Fayre). We also thank
Lee Hall for generously suppling the materials to improve the exterior of the school buildings.
A defibrillator has also recently been purchased for
Notley Green Primary School, following a suggestion
from one of the caretakers. Whilst we hope it will
never need to be used, it’s great to know this impressive piece of kit is ready and waiting on site.

Future Events
Whilst we continue to be cautious and mindful of the ongoing pandemic
when organising our events, we are hopeful that we will be able to welcome
our school families and wider community to join us for more fun in the very
near future, starting with our Easter Event scheduled for after school on Friday 1st April 2022.
Save the Dates
Please keep an eye on our social media pages for details of our upcoming
events.
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Remembrance Sunday
The Parish Council hosted the service of Remembrance on Sunday
14th November 2021. To provide
people with plenty of room to
spread out in view of the ongoing
Covid situation a decision was made
to host the event on the green.
Thanks to the WINGS Women’s
Institute for not just decorating the
village sign but also the jubilee oak
which provides a focal point for the service which was hosted by the
Revd. Rachel Prior and the Revd. David Sebley. As well as local beavers, cubs, Scouts, Rainbows and Brownies, the event was attended by
a number of residents. The last post was played by Rachel Hockley
Warner. It is hoped that residents found this solemn event a suitable
tribute to the fallen.
Afterwards there was an opportunity to attend the Community
Centre for refreshments and
thanks to the Notley Green
Community Association for
hosting the event and to the
Tesco store for providing the
refreshments free of charge.

A special mention must be made to
a local resident who was collecting
for the Royal British Legion. Fred
Illman was standing in the foyer at
the Tesco store and managed to
collect a total of £7,886.17 by selling poppies which was a wonderful achievement.
18

Spring Skies

Find the Big Dipper. In northern latitudes it will be high in the sky, almost directly overhead, but even as far south as Rio de Janeiro it will still
be visible to the north. The two stars at the end of the bowl are called the
Pointer Stars. Follow the line they make towards the northern horizon,
and you'll run into Polaris, the pole star. Face this star, and you face due
north.
Turn yourself around so that you're facing south, so that you have to bend
over backwards to see the Dipper; then straighten up, looking south,
about one dipper's length below North the dipper, and you'll see a collection of stars that looks like a backwards question mark. Some people call
this the Sickle. Since this collection of stars is part of the constellation of
Leo, the Lion, a more imaginative way is to say these stars represent the
lion's mane.
The bright star at the foot of this mirrored question mark, or mane, is
called Regulus. It is a bright, first-magnitude star.
From the Lion, turn and face the west. Standing up on the western horizon will be the two stick men who make up Gemini, the twins. The bright
stars that make up their heads are Castor (the twin on the right, to the
north) and Pollux (on the left, to the south). South of them is an even
brighter star, Procyon. In April, the bright stars of Orion and Canis Major,
including Sirius, the brightest star of them all, are low in the west at sunset. As the season proceeds, these stars are lost to the twilight, one by one.
Return to the Big Dipper, and now "arc to Arcturus and spike to Spica."
In other words, follow the arc of the Big Dipper's handle as it curves to
the south and east. The first brilliant star you'll find along this arc is Arcturus. A magnitude zero star, it is one of the brightest stars in the sky, and
it has a distinct orange color. Continuing on this arc farther south, you'll
come across a very bright blue star, called Spica. It's in the constellation
Virgo. These two stars are our main guideposts to the east.
The Twins, Leo (with Regulus), and Virgo (with Spica) are all zodiac
constellations. That means that planets will often be visible among these
stars. Any bright "star" among these constellations that doesn't ‘twinkle’
is probably a planet, and well worth looking at.
Finally, rising on the eastern horizon will be the Summer Triangle of
Deneb, Vega, and Altair. And just peeping over the horizon, in the zodiac
constellation of Scorpius, is the reddish rival of Mars, Antares. These will
be our guideposts for later in the year- or later in the night.
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Christmas events
Update

The Parish Council hopes that residents enjoyed the Christmas events this year! On
Saturday 18th December the Notley Green
Community Association hosted a Pantomime Jack and the Beanstalk. The event
was free to attend thanks to a generous donation from Gridserve and many local families enjoyed the event!
After the Pantomime the Parish Council
hosted a Carols Around the Christmas tree
event which was attended by almost 300
people! Everyone gathered around a decorated and lit
Christmas tree.

£226.17 was collected so
thank you to those who
donated.
Thanks to everyone involved in the organization of the event and
watch this space for what
will be organized this
December!

The music was provided by the Strayhorne
brass quintet and the singing was led by
children from Notley Green school. Free
glowsticks were provided to the children
and everyone seemed to enjoy the lovely
atmosphere and joined in the singing!
Afterwards refreshments were available in
the Community Centre free of charge and
were kindly provided by the Tesco store.
Father Christmas was on hand and was collecting for the Parish Council nominated
charity Help for Heroes. The sum of
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Woman’s Institute Notley Green

We were once again thrilled with all the poppy contributions we received from local
groups and individuals within our community,
as well as from our own WINGs members
that made the Remembrance
Service and the first Parade
on the Green a success. We
were able to decorate the
Village Signpost, the Jubilee
Oak tree as well as one of
the rocks on the Green. Our
President, Linda Pickers was
honoured to also lay a
wreath on behalf of WINGs.
In November and in preparation for the festive season we invited a speaker along who taught us how to
wrap presents properly, inspiring us with various
ways to decorate and personalise our special gifts.
We all had a go and from now on we will be looking
out for, saving bits and pieces to reuse and be creative.
December was a busy month. As a group we
got involved in helping out with the Christmas
community projects. WINGs volunteered to
decorate the Christmas Tree on the Green, which
looked beautiful with its many lights and bright
star, helped out by serving refreshments at the
Community Panto and joined in with singing
Carols afterwards. A couple of our members
were able teach others some new festive skills.
We held 2 workshops, one on making fresh foliage Christmas Wreaths through our Gardening
Group and another of how to make chocolate
Christmas puddings.
For our own member’s festive social, we were
able to get together dressed in Christmas jump21

ers to share time to enjoy each other’s
company over a Fish and Chip supper and
festive quiz. To finish off the festive season we organised a trip to the Mercury
Theatre, Colchester to watch the fantastic
panto of Alladin.
A first for us was producing a WINGs Calendar for 2022. During lockdown we invited members to take nature themed photographs when out and about. We received
over 120 fantastic photographs and a panel
of judges including a member from the
Great Notley Photographic Club, had the difficult task of selecting the
winning ones.
Our Monthly Programme for the start of
2022 is looking like an exciting one. As
well as these meetings, our subgroups of
a Book Club, Garden Club and Knit and
natter will also be active.
Our Forthcoming meetings:17 March – An introduction to Yoga
class
21 April – Artist - Bob Ross Demonstration
For those of you who think you may wish to join or be involved in our
Group we meet at approximately 7.45pm at the Great Notley Community Association Hall every third Thursday of the month. We have a
speaker or activity and have some social time to chat with old friends
and make new ones. If you wish to know more or want to be part of
our inspirational and active group of Ladies in Great Notley then
please contact us for further
information by email: joinourwi@gmail.com or visit us on
our Facebook page : https://
www.facebook.com/
womensinstitutenotleygreen/

Gutter vacuuming available
22
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Get your company
noticed by 3142
residential
properties in
Great Notley
Advertise here from as
little as £40 for four
editions of the Magazine
Contact the editor

editor@greatnotley.org.uk
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Local History Society
Great Notley before your time
There’s not much history in Great Notley, is there? What about the
people who did the hard labour on the farmland where you now live?
Poorly paid men whose wages, after paying rent, went mostly on
bread; bread which was eaten stale because it stayed with you longer.
No vegans or vegetarians then because these people, who made up a
huge proportion of the population, would have to eat anything they
could come by. Their cottages were often poorly repaired, cold, damp
and vermin infested where work clothes were still damp next day because the only protection available had been an old sack tied over
their shoulders.
Women might make a few pence extra straw plaiting to make hats for
the fashionable, their nimble fingered children would help. Older people could earn a pittance ston-picken (stone picking), back breaking
work carried out with bare hands in freezing weather. The stones went
for maintenance of the roads which were a quagmire in winter and
dustbowls in summer. Little boys sent out to scare birds all day in remote fields, so lonely they would forgo the wooden clapper and shout
instead - because you can’t cry when you shout!
It helps me to ponder these things and sometimes I drive slowly and
think of those who toiled thus before our time.
If local history interests you, why not join your local history society?
Our venue is St Paul's Church, Hay Lane, Braintree and we meet on
the fourth Monday of each month in the autumn, winter and spring at
7.45pm. Our next meeting is on Monday 28 February when the talk
will be ‘Getting an education in Essex 1700-1900 by Dr Jane Pearson,
our fees are £12 per annum or £2.50 per talk for non-members.
Mike Bardell
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Photography Club
Great Notley Photography Club

2022 seems like it may be a better year than the last couple and we will
all be able to get out and about with our cameras or phones and take
pictures and look forward to our
regular face to face club meetings.
We have always managed to continue and enjoy our photography.
But can once again watch and learn
skills and techniques from other
club members, experts and professionals now we are back in the
Church Hall. We have some inspiring speakers on a variety of subjects and genres, as well as monthly externally judged competitions.
Autumnal Badger
The pictures here are some that
members entered in the recent
competitions.
We are looking forward to this year and we are looking for some new
members to join our ranks. Anybody who might be interested in getting more out of their photography using a camera or smart phone,
learn a few new skills and enjoy
our very social group. Contact us
below if you would like more
information, we would love to
hear from you.
So pop along and take a look
around at www.gnpc.co.uk or
Facebook at @greatnotleypc or
join us at one of our meeting to
see what we are all about. Contact me David Beardwell on
07932
153371
or
email
gnpc.photo@gmail.com and we
African Christmas Butterfly
can give you all the information.
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TIP OF THE MONTH
If you use your
smartphone to take pictures, then check out
“SNAPSEED” as a brilliant free photo editor –
available in Android &
IOS from your App
stores.
Tranquility
You don’t need expensive
kit and cameras to join
our club, you can achieve amazing results with your smartphone.
QUOTE OF THE MONTH
“WE USED TO HAVE PHONES THAT TOOK PICTURES–
WE NOW HAVE CAMERAS THAT MAKE PHONE CALLS
!!!”
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Update

I hope you all managed to have a good Christmas and New Year given the way we are forced to live our lives nowadays.
Can I start by saying at the time of writing this article (middle of January) we are still continuing to play carpet bowls albeit having returned to wearing masks again which I guess is no great hardship.
The reason I mention the timing of the article is because the next Notley Times is not being published until March 2022 so some of my information and comments may have become dated.
At the end of November, the committee organised a fish and chip supper and quiz night in the Community Hall which was very well supported by our members. Everyone who attended appeared to have a
very good night and it was nice to get as many people as possible together for a social evening which have been few and far between over
the last two years. Special mention goes to our quiz master Tony
Day, his wife Joan and Jenni Yeldham who organised the food, table
settings etc, making everything look very presentable to everyone on
the evening.
I always end in the same way and make no excuse for it. We play on
Monday and Thursday afternoons from 1.15pm until around 3.45pm
(you do not need to stay that long as we have a tea break at half time).
If you feel like you would like to give us a try please come along as
you will be made very welcome. We supply all equipment so all you
need to do is turn up and have a game.
Best wishes
Ray Hall
Notley Green Carpet Bowls Club.
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Let me introduce myself...
Hello Great Notley

My name is Rachel and I’m the new vicar at The Church in Great
Notley.
I wanted to say thank you for the warm welcome that I’ve received
since I started here in last July, and I’m so glad to be living in such a
friendly community! If you see me, please do say hi and introduce
yourselves.
To introduce myself briefly, I’m an Essex girl myself, born in
Chelmsford, and brought up near Maldon. I’ve spent the last four
years in Saffron Walden, and now live here with my husband Sam,
our toddler daughter Maggie, and we are also expecting our second
baby, due to be born in early May 2022
I’m very much enjoying being here in Great Notley, and so pleased to
be at a church that does so much for the local community. From helping those in need through the Foodbank and Money Management
course (delivered in association with CAP, Christians against Poverty), to working with children and young people, to coffee mornings
and community events – there’s always something to get involved
with.
We are always happy to welcome extra pairs of hands, and would particularly appreciate help with maintaining our garden, help with our
music on Sunday mornings, and help in the office. If you would be
able to give some of your time, please do speak to Lisa our Treasurer
via email on treasurer.greatnotleychurch@gmail.com or please speak
to me: give me a ring on 325277, or email me at revrachelprior@outlook.com
We are excited about our future as a church, and would love to hear
from you!
Every blessing to you and your family,
Rachel
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Update

The Great Notley Table Tennis Club meets on Thursday mornings at
the Community Hall between 10.00 am and 1.00 pm. The three hour
session gives flexibility, we don’t expect players to attend the full 3
hours unless they want to. We have 5 tables in use so there is never
too much sitting around waiting for a game. We have a yearly competition which is optional to enter and not too serious. We are a very sociable and friendly club and welcoming to new members.
Our members have very differing levels of ability so if you would like
to come along and have a couple of taster sessions or would like any
other information please call the club secretary, Pauline Davis on
01376 341501”
Many thanks
Pauline Davis
Secretary GNTTC

Social Badminton
Update
If you enjoy social badminton then please call in any TUESDAY between
1.30pm and 3.30pm at the Notley Green Community Hall and join us for
a FREE taster session. There is a small session fee on subsequent occasions.
It doesn’t matter what standard you are or whether you have never
played before. We are a friendly bunch, so just drop in and give it a
try. We can supply a racquet, but please wear trainers with nonmarking soles.
Contact Keith on 01376 327687 or just turn up!
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Clerk: Suzanne Walker
Tel: 01376 331251
E-mail: greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com

Parish Councillors

Dorothy Griffin
(Chairman)

7 Thatcher’s Way, Great Notley, CM77 7HB
cllrdgriffin@greatnotley.org.uk
01376 554990

Frankie RICCI
(Vice-Chairman)

cllrfricci@greatnotley.org.uk
07850 264115

Graham Butland

cllrgbutland@greatnotley.org.uk

Barry Crawford

10 Bridge End Lane, Great Notley
07966 550507
cllrbcrawford@greatnotley.org.uk

Tom Cunningham

07891 537669
Cllrtcunningham@greatnotley.org.uk

Tony Pritchard

cllrtpritchard@greatnotley.org.uk

Graham Sheppard

cllrgsheppard@greatnotley.org.uk

District Councillors
Graham BUTLAND, Frankie RICCI and Tom Cunningham - contact
details above.
County Councillor
Graham BUTLAND

graham.butland@essex.gov.uk

33

Organisation

Contact

Contact Details

Art Club

Isobel Chaudry

01376552376

Badminton

Keith Hind

01376 327687

Bridge

Peter Whent

0797 4940265

Carpet bowls

Ray Hall

01376 749580

White Court Dance club

Margaret Cave

07809 042964
01376 330988

Church in Great Notley
Women’s Institute

Linda Pickers

07713 754414

NGCA

01376 348449

Photography club

gnpc@gmail.com

Slamseys

Ruth Wheaton

01245 361400

Scouts

Danny Yates

07795 060075

Tai Chi

01206 576167

Toddler Group

NGCA

01376 348449

Workout

Brendan Cassidy

thechair@ngca.org.uk

Gardening Club

Pauline Inskipp

01376 342165

Tuneful Tots

Kelly Croker

0759 0031278

Notley Yoga

Leigh Acteson-Rook

07723 321818

Feel Good Pilates

Karen Blackbourn

07515 547683

GP Surgery

01376 341411

Ducklings Pre-School

Julie Cook

01376 340432

Little Notleys pre-school

Steph Long

01376 339590

Busy Bees nursery

Melissa Harrison

07723 321818

White Court Primary School

Candida Burrell

01376 331801

Notley Green Primary School

01376 343485

Brownies and Rainbows

www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

Rascalls

Dianne Neave

01376 331543

Local History Group

Mike Bardell

topbard@yahoo.co.uk

Table Tennis Club

Pauline Davis

1376 341501
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