
Page  of 1 12

Client: Great Notley Parish Council

Address: Great Notley Braintree Essex CM77 7YD

Date: 22nd November 2022

Inspector Jamie Haynes

Assessed site risks at time of 
inspection

Play Area - Medium Risk (8)
MUGA & Skate Park - High Risk (13)

Operational Inspection Report

Great Notley Play Area & MUGA/Skate Park

32 Manor Road  Barton Seagrave  Northants  NN15 6WD 

Mob: 07983 339879   Tel: 01536 724034 

Email: p.briggs@seagraveinspectionservices.co.uk 

www.seagraveinspectionservices.co.uk
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GENERAL COMMENTS

Monitor area and review all fixings for security. Review report on anti-social behaviour around 
skate area. The concept of the Operational/Annual/Post Installation is to assist the customer in 
providing a programme of works as recommended with any findings or EN failures. Consider a 
robust maintenance and inspection schedule.  

The following notes form an important part of the inspection report - The equipment has been 
assessed to the relevant British version of the European Standard namely BSEN1176 for 
Playground Equipment, BSEN14974 for Wheeled Sports, BSEN15312 for Multi Use Games 
Areas and BSEN16630 for permanently installed Outdoor Fitness Gym Equipment. The 
standards mentioned are minimum standards and are not a legal requirement, where in the 
opinion of the Inspector compliance failure is noted then there is a risk assessed accordingly. 
Risk assessment is a legal requirement and should the need arise a court or a Health and Safety 
Inspector will ask to see the assessment, the level of risk has to be acceptable.  

Seagrave Inspection Services Ltd risk assessment is based on Peter Heseltine and Bob Cooks 
Third Edition Assessing Risk on Children’s Playgrounds, this is not a definitive list of terms of all 
equipment, however; the book principles will be applied, other factors such as accident statistics, 
Inspectors experience are also relevant. 

Inspections are non-dismantling, for equipment that disappears into enclosed fixings dismantling 
inspection will be advised accordingly. Equipment over 2.5 metre heights are excluded from 
Seagrave Inspection Services Ltd, for wear parts above this height an advisory note will be 
provided if felt necessary.  

Structural loadings should be provided by the manufacturer for all types of above mentioned 
equipment.  
Guidance should be sought from the supplier for certification that the depth or type of surfacing 
used meets EN1177 for HIC requirements. 

This report indicates the assessed level of risk at the time of visiting and not a given or implied 
guarantee to the installation process or product warranty. No dismantling of equipment took place 
or any other general maintenance. This report also does not confirm the playground will remain 
free from possible product conflict for the period until the next audit. Refer to the owner of the 
play area for any routine or operational inspections and the manufacturers recommended 
schedules for ongoing maintenance/inspection requirements before and after this audit. 

There are three levels of inspection; Routine, Operational and Annual. The Annual Inspection 
checks the Operational and the Operational checks the Routine Inspections. A risk assessment is 
also provided where considered necessary and categorised on a score rating as follows; 

            Risk rating             Action 

            1 - 3    Very Low Risk           Monitor 

            4 - 7    Low Risk            Monitor and take reasonable action if required 

            8 - 12   Medium Risk           Take action to reduce if possible 

            13 - 20   High Risk           Take action ASAP to implement control measures  

            21+   Unacceptable Risk          Remove or immobilise immediately 
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Item Classification Comments and 
Recommendations

Access Acceptable Monitor area

Pathways Monitor area Average

Fencing Average Monitor 

Gate(s) Average Not self closing. Decide if to replace 
gates

Sign(s) Present: Yes None

Seat(s) Average Monitor use 

Litter Bin(s) N/a N/a

Cleanliness Average Monitor area

Planting Trees 
Grass

Monitor nearby trees/bushes for growth 
See report

Location Monitor area Monitor use

ANCILLARY ITEMS

Ancillary items such as; seats, litter bins, gates, planting form part of the inspection along 
with comments relating to the facilities in close proximity to roadways, water courses, 
electrical substations, overhead cables and any structure considered a hazard i.e. general 
safety of the area.
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Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Junior Multiplay Unit

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

7

7

7

Dents in chute area. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this condition. 

Slight delamination evident in places.  

Recommendation: 
Monitor to keep rubbed down to prevent splinters.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance N/a Surface EN Compliance N/a
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Mushroom Seats

Supplier Unknown

Surface N/a

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

5

5
Worn surfacing. 

Recommendation: 
Reinstate as required. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Roundabout 

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

6

6

No faults found.  

Recommendation: 
No action required, monitor this item.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 
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Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Spring Seesaw

Supplier Sutcliffe

Surface Grass Matting

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

5

5
No faults found.  

Recommendation: 
No action required, monitor this item.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Multiplay Unit

Supplier Sutcliffe

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

8

7

8

Dents in chute area. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this condition. 

Damage evident to platform. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this condition to repair/replace. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Turnstile

Supplier Wicksteed

Surface Tiles

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

7

7
Gaps evident in tiles. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor to repair this condition.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 
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Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Activity Climber

Supplier Unknown 

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

8

6

8

6

7

Edge shrinkage evident. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor to repair as necessary. 

Loose fixing(s) evident to hand holds.  

Recommendation: 
Consider to retighten loose fixing(s) as required.  

Wear evident to rope. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor to repair this condition.  

Missing/loose fixings evident. 

Recommendation: 
Replace missing/loose fixings. 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Agility Trail

Supplier Sutcliffe

Surface Grass Matting

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

5

5
No faults found.  

Recommendation: 
No action required, monitor this item.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Bike Rocker

Supplier Sutcliffe

Surface Rubber

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

5

5
No faults found during the inspection.  

Recommendation: 
No action required, monitor this item.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 



Page  of 7 12

Item EN Compliance N/a Surface EN Compliance N/a
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Site 

Supplier N/a

Surface N/a

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

8

7

8

Concrete around seating area cracked. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor to repair this condition.

Overgrown thorn bushes evident on site. 

Recommendation: 
Consider cutting all thorn bushes back. 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item 1 Bay 2 Cradle Swing

Supplier Unknown

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

8

7

7

8

Crutch strap slightly damaged. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this to replace if condition deteriorates. 

Chain/connecting link(s) wear evident.  

Recommendation: 
Monitor to replace at 40% dia wear. 

Minimum 2 links required through linkage. 

Recommendation: 
Repair this condition. 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance Yes
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item 1 Bay 2 Flat Swing

Supplier Sutcliffe

Surface Wet Pour

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

8

8

6

7

Chain/connecting link(s) wear evident.  

Recommendation: 
Monitor to replace at 40% dia wear.  

Slight wet pour damage evident. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this condition.  

Wet pour shrinkage in places.  

Recommendation: 
Monitor to repair this condition.  

Recommendation: 
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Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance N/a
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Skate Area - (High Risk Activity Sport)

Supplier Bendcrete

Surface Concrete

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

13

7

7

8

5

Ground level improved. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor ground levels. 

Cracks starting to form in concrete. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this condition. 

Damage evident to edges of concrete base. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this condition and repair as required.  

Obscene graffiti evident on item. 

Recommendation: 
Remove obscene graffiti. 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance N/a
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Combination Goal End 2 of 2 

Supplier Unknown

Surface Tarmac

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

7

7
Damage evident to surfacing. 

Recommendation: 
Monitor this condition.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Yes Surface EN Compliance N/a
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Combination Goal End 1 of 2

Supplier Unknown

Surface Tarmac

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

7

7
Loose fixing(s) evident.  

Recommendation: 
Consider to retighten loose fixing(s) as required.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 
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Item EN Compliance Surface EN Compliance
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item

Supplier

Surface

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance Surface EN Compliance
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item

Supplier

Surface

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Item EN Compliance N/a Surface EN Compliance N/a
Findings at the time of inspection with risk number

Item Shelter

Supplier Unknown 

Surface N/a

Risk Rating Overall Very Low Low Medium High Unacceptable

3

3
No faults found.  

Recommendation: 
No action required, monitor this item.  

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 

Recommendation: 
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