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Annual Report of the Chairman 2022 - 2023  

We are now into the middle of an autumn which began in the most 
spectacular way. The weather was beautiful and went quite a way to 
making up for the fact that Summer had not been so good. I suppose 
some of you found the holidays were not as sunny as you would’ve 
liked, and it was unfortunate that the summer fete had to be cancelled. 
 
There have been some changes to the Council since the elections in 
May when we were lucky enough to welcome John Cogswell, as a 
new councillor, so bringing us up to our full number of members. We 
also wished the clerk, Suzanne Walker, our best wishes as she left for 
a new position as a clerk for a newly formed parish in Chelmsford. We 
were very pleased to welcome our new clerk, Elizabeth Winter, who, 
after a whirlwind introduction to our parish, has settled in as a valua-
ble asset to the team. She literally hit the road running and I am sure 
those of you who have come across her will agree she is doing a tre-
mendous job. 
 
Liz has taken over the administration of our website and Facebook 
pages which keep you up to date, and has answered questions about 
where to find information whenever possible. Please remember that 
the Parish Facebook page is for sharing information and we are al-
ways happy to hear from residents and also welcome you to our 
monthly meetings. In particular, we are asking for residents to share 
their views on the current format of our Great Notley Times publica-
tion. Do residents enjoy the hardcopy issues? Would you consider it to 
be more cost effective to move to sole softcopy publication via our 
website and social media? We are aware of the continued problems 
with Royal Mail’s Door to Door delivery and so, we shall be seeking 
alternative delivery arrangements (should we continue to produce 
hardcopies) for the Spring 2024 issue. Feedback on the GNT can be 
sent to the Clerk via email: greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com.  
 
We continue to look for land suitable for allotments and have recently 
had new suggestions from Braintree District Council who seem to be 
finding it a difficult task. The Parish itself does not own any land and 
so far the land available has not been suitable, mostly for reasons of 
soil quality and accessibility. By the time this article is issued we 
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should have more information. We recognise residents’ frustrations and 
we intend to press the District Council for a tangible response in the 
coming months.  
 
As ever, noise from the A131 is causing a lot of distress to some resi-
dents and though the police have taken action it seems not to deter 
those causing the problem. We have therefore invited the police to a 
meeting to explain what their position is and what steps they are taking 
to mitigate the situation. 
 
We continue to try to keep the village as litter free as possible and have 
surveyed the litter bins in order to replace those in poor order whilst 
the litter team continue to pick up after those who are not as thoughtful 
as they should be. The annual inspection of the play areas has been 
taken place and repairs will be done where indicated. The footbridge to 
the green has been repaired by Braintree District Council and fences in 
some areas have been noted as needing attention as are the gates at the 
entrance at Panners. 
 
The Remembrance Day service this year will be on the green as it was 
last year. The Vicar, the Scouts and  Brownies will be with us, as usual, 
alongside other groups and pupils from our primary schools. There will 
be tea and coffee etc. available in the Community Centre afterwards. 
The WI group ‘WINGS” are helping to make this event successful and 
we are grateful to them, as well as NGCA for the use of the Hall.  
 
As this will be the last GNT publication for 2023, I should like to take 
this early opportunity to wish you all an enjoyable and healthy Winter 
season, once it arrives. We do hope to collaborate with The Church in 
Great Notley for some community events and with that in mind, the 
Clerk will be meeting with Reverend Prior in early October to discuss 
possible plans. Keep your eyes peeled! 
  
 
In the meantime, enjoy the Autumn. 
 
Dorothy Griffin 
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All residents are invited to the  
Service of Remembrance 

Sunday 12th November 2023  
At 12 Noon 

 

 

“At the going down of the sun and in the morning we 
will remember them.” 

 
Please note that to accommodate the numbers of 

people who now attend this event it will be  
taking place on the green behind the  

Community Centre this year and not at the White  
Court Memorial 

 
 

Food and drink to be served afterwards in the 

Community Centre  

Least we forget 

Service of Remembrance 
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Braintree Lions 

Santa Meet & Greet 

Braintree Lions Club are pleased to advise that arrangements are in 
hand for the annual Christmas collection around Great Notley and 
White Court. 
 
Father Christmas will be visiting Great Notley and White Court during 
December. 
 
We shall be touring the estates from 6.00pm. Please look out for our 
information boards which will be distributed a couple of days before 
each collection. 
 
Last year residents of Great Notley and White Court kindly donated 
some £1500 which was used for the benefit of local organisations and 
individuals. Please note that no administration costs are charged to 
monies collected.  100% is used for the purposes indicated 
 
For further information please refer to the club’s website 
www.braintreelions.org.uk 
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    “The walking group with  
                                   something for everyone” 
 
 
 
 

Like many other people, we got rather fed up with the unpredictable 
weather this summer, as can be seen by the picture below, taken at the 
start of our ‘country walk’ at Pleshey. Fortunately, the sun came out lat-
er and we were able to enjoy a pub lunch afterwards. 
Sadly, in recent months, the lives of several of our walkers and their 
loved ones have been affected by cancer, so we decided to make this 
walk into a fundraiser and were pleased to be able to donate over £450 
to Farleigh Hospice in July. 
 

 
 

Often, however, the sun shines throughout our outings. When it does, 
the Witham river walk, our usual Saturday route, makes for very pleas-
ant walking. 
 
 

 

Walking Group 
Update 
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We offer walks of varying lengths to suit everyone  
Mondays: Gt. Notley - Meet at Panner’s Coffee Bar by 10:30 am 
Wednesdays: Braintree, Meet in Marks Farm Tesco car park by 10:30 am 
Saturdays: Witham - Meet in Morrison’s car park by 10:00 am 
 
There’s always the chance for coffee/tea and a good chat after a walk, 
or sometimes even instead of it.                                   
 

 
 

For fun, exercise and companionship, why not come and try us out? 
For further details: 
Email angela@angelagakis.com        or   Phone 07799 068408 
 

mailto:angela@angelagakis.com
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(Women’s Institute) Notley Green 

WINGs 

Roman Dinning by Richard Bale was the informative and interesting 
talk we had at our June monthly meeting, On a lovely summer’s even-
ing, at the end of the month, members were invited to have some fun at 
playing Pentanque on the newly built pitch in Black Notley.  To round 
off the evening, a well deserved and refreshing drink was taken in the 
local pub. 
In July members spent an entertaining, musical and fun session all sit-

ting in our chairs working out with 
chair aerobics.  Singing with props 
also added to the fun. 
 
August was packed full of activi-
ties.  Our monthly meeting was out 
and about on a lovely evening 
around the village Rayne with 
Rayne Heritage Trail for on a his-
torical and informative walk.  Two 
groups were lead around Rayne 

with guides, learning about all the local history of buildings, monu-
ments, businesses and families that lived and influenced the village 
throughout time. Of course in true WI style we finished at Rayne Sta-
tion Café for tea and cake. 
 

 

 

Beeleigh Abbey Gardens was another afternoon’s visit where members 
admired the beautiful gardens, gaining inspiration and knowledge for 
their own, enjoyed a spot of lunch and of course bought some plants as 
a memento to take home for their own 
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gardens. A small group attended an open air theatre trip to see Persua-
sion by Dot productions in the Grange Barn, Coggeshall. 
 
To end the month and summer read the Book Club met up for a social 
evening in the pub.  They discussed 4 books, time to chat and catch up 
with friends. 
 
September also brought us our first 
Quiz evening – open to everyone 
as a community event.  
Any non-member is welcomed to 
come along and attend one of our 
meetings as a guest.. So please do 
come along and join us if you feel 
our WI is of interest to you.. We 
have  a range subgroups for all in-
terests such as, a Book Club, Film 
Club, Gardening Group, Knit and 
Natter as well as going on outings like the cinema and theatre trips.  
 
Our programme of speakers/demonstrators for the next few 
months include:- 
 
19 October – Being an independent Celebrant – Ruth Salisbury-Higgs 
16 November – Woolly hats 
21 December – Christmas Social 
 
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month at the Notley 
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GP Update 
 Update 

GP surgery Patient Participation Group 
The Great Notley surgery wishes to let you know about its  

Patient Participation Group.   
 

The aim of the group is to work with their practice to provide 
practical support, to help patients take more responsibility for 
their own health and to provide strategic input and advice. PPGs 
are based on cooperation between the practice staff and pa-
tients. 
In particular the Group issues a regular newsletter which con-
tains lots of useful information about the practice and managing 
your health and the group would particularly like patients to 
know how to obtain a copy. 
You can download a copy at www.littlewalthamsurgery.co.uk/
patient-participation-group and click on ‘newsletter’ on the left-
hand side of the screen. 

Green Community Centre Hall from 7.45 to 10pm including some so-
cial time, speaker or activity, a chance to meet old friends and make 
new ones. This is what WINGs do  - we support our local community, 
we bake, we craft, we sew, we campaign, we educate and inspire, we 
love a good party – it’s not all jam and Jerusalem.   So why not come 
and find out more as we would really look forward to seeing you soon 
at one of our meetings or visit us at a 
community event.  
 
For more information contact:  

joinourwi@gmail.com  

Visit us on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/womensinstitutenotleygreen/    

http://www.littlewalthamsurgery.co.uk/patient-participation-group
http://www.littlewalthamsurgery.co.uk/patient-participation-group
mailto:joinourwi@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/womensinstitutenotleygreen/
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White Court Dance 

5 6 7 8... 

Summer Term was probably the busiest White Court Dance has ever 
known. 
 
First of all every Pupil 
that comes to the Satur-
day class danced at 
White Court Fete. There 
were about 70 partici-
pants from the very lit-
tlest three-year-old to 
our seniors where we 
also celebrated Mia’s 
18th birthday. The fete 
was used as our final 
rehearsal for our perfor-
mance at the Cliffs which was the following day. 

 
The coach arrived at 10.00am to 
take us to the theatre where we 
were given the band room to use 
as a changing room backstage. 
After a short rehearsal on the stage 
and a full-on practise of the finale 
with all the other groups the cur-
tain rose to a full house. We were 
number 3 with our “Breathe of 
Life” a lyrical number which 
showcased our pupils’ lovely tech-
nique followed by our “Michael 
Jackson Medley” which included 
standards such as Smooth Crimi-
nal and Thriller. It was great fun.  
 
 

Just a week later the whole school had the dress rehearsal for our an-
nual show “Rocking Around the World” and then the actual perfor-
mance on 16th July. It was at The County High School which is a fab-
ulous venue. The school made us feel very welcome and one of their 
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schoolteachers brilliant-
ly managed the sound 
and lights for us. There 
was plenty of room for 
all the children to be 
backstage which was 
fortunate as it was a 
very hot day.  
 
Thanks to the backstage 
helpers the show ran 
like clockwork and the 
children were amazing 
and had a wonderful 
time. I’m sure everyone 
will agree the stars of 

the show were the “babes”. They twirled and jumped and pointed their 
toes and … sang very loudly, chatted to the audience and we even had 
a little one who preferred to be a crab.  
 
The dance school 
rested for the sum-
mer after the show 
and the Autumn term 
starts on 9th Septem-
ber. Whilst most pu-
pils will be working 
towards exams some 
of them will also be 
rehearsing for anoth-
er show. This time in 
the West End at His 
Majesties Theatre, 
Haymarket in No-
vember.  
 
If anyone would like to join us there are lessons in Ballet, Tap, Acro, 
Lyrical, Freestyle and Street at Notley Green and White Court School. 
Contact Miss Margaret  on whitecourtdance@hotmail.co.uk or follow 
us on facebook for more information. 

mailto:whitecourtdance@hotmail.co.uk
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With Christmas rapidly approaching here are a few seasonal tips to help keep you 
safe at home, shopping, visiting, and after Christmas too: 

• If you need to store Christmas food and drink, presents and other goodies 
within garages and outbuildings, ensure what you are storing is out of sight 
and that the building is securely locked with good quality well fitted locks. 
Treat your shed to a shed alarm. 

• Avoid tempting window shopping burglars; don’t leave presents and valua-
bles on full view in front of a window. Having parcels delivered, and may be 
out, make sure that you make suitable secure delivery arrangements to reduce 
the risk of theft. 

• Whenever leaving the house always ensure that your windows and doors are 
closed and locked. Don’t attract burglars to your home by leaving it in dark-
ness; leave lights on timers, perhaps treat yourself to a TV simulator too. 

• Lock gates to keep unwanted visitors from getting to the rear of your home. 

• When you go to leave the house and find that your car is all iced up, don’t 
leave it unattended with the engine running to de-ice it. It only takes a second 
to steal your car and it would invalidate any insurance claim. 

• Park safely; look for a ‘Park Mark’ accredited car park www.parkmark.co.uk/
car-park-finder  Check that your car is locked before you leave it and don’t 
leave valuables and gifts on display in your car. 

• Whether an evening out or Christmas shopping keep your bags, handbags, 
wallets and mobile safe. Busy places make it easier for the sneak thief, so be 
alert at all times. 

A Christmas get together – make sure that you have considered how you are getting 
home in advance and avoid using unlicensed taxis. Ensure you drink responsible, and 
are aware of your surroundings, whilst keeping your drink and belongings safe. 
www.suzylamplugh.org/Pages/FAQs/Category/personal-safety   

• Watch what you put on social media; check your settings to ensure that you 
are not broadcasting when you are not at home and the lovely gifts you may 
have received. 

• After Christmas don’t advertise your nice gifts to the thieves by putting the 
empty boxes out for collection, disguise them, fold them up inside out or put 
them inside another non-descript box. 

Record your new property free on www.immobilise.com , install tracking and securi-
ty apps on relevant electrical and computer products. Consider a property marking 
product. 

Have a Great Christmas and New Year!!     
For further crime prevention advice see: www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/  
or https://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention-advice  

Crime Prevention 

Twelve tips for Christmas…and after 

http://www.parkmark.co.uk/car-park-finder
http://www.parkmark.co.uk/car-park-finder
http://www.suzylamplugh.org/Pages/FAQs/Category/personal-safety
http://www.immobilise.com
http://www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
https://www.securedbydesign.com/guidance/crime-prevention-advice
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Notley Green Primary School 

Get your company noticed by over 2000    
residential properties in  

Great Notley 
 

Advertise here in FULL COLOUR from as little as £40 for 
four editions of the Magazine 

 
Contact the editor 

editor@greatnotley.org.uk 

Every Child Is An Artist 
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Braintree Photography Club 

July saw the end of the 2022/23 season with presentations at the AGM 
for the winners of the various categories as below:- 
 
Trevor Partridge won the DPI competition; (This is a digital league 

competition held over the season) 
David Beardwell won the overall Print competition; (best average 

scores over the year from our print competitions) 
Tom Lewington was awarded a special award for his prints (Tom 

didn’t enter sufficient prints in the print comps to qualify for the 
overall but the 4 that he submitted scored 3x10 and 1x9.5 which 
we felt was deserved of some acknowledgement); 

Liz Beardwell and Jill Griffiths tied for Most Improved Member(s); 
and 

Jill Griffiths won the Image of the Year (voted for by Club Members 
from the images that scored 10/10 during the year). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2023-24 season started up again in September.  Our first meeting 
on Thursday 7th September was a Members’ Social Evening.  This 
was an informal evening where we set out the forthcoming season’s 
programme, had a catch up, chat and a few nibbles.   
 
We have a varied programme for the coming season with speakers 

Image of the Year:  Devon Sunrise by Jill Griffiths 
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(both club members and external speakers), digital and print competi-
tions, practical evenings, photo walkabouts plus a few inter-club com-
petitions along the way.  For full details please see our website 
www.gnpc.co.uk or our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
greatnotleypc  
 
As last year our club members will be the official photographers for 
Cressing Temple Barns’ Apple Day on 8th October.  We will be taking 
photos of the day and will also have a display exhibiting some of our 
members’ work.  
 

Great Notley Photography Club is a friendly club and we pride our-
selves on the variety of programme including workshops, competitions, 
external and club speakers, photography outings etc.  Our approach has 
always been to encourage members to get out and use their cameras 
from the simplest mobile phone to the most complex DSLR.  As they 
say, the best camera is the one that you have with you - better to get the 
shot than no shot at all. 
 
The club welcomes new members of all standards and all we ask is that 
you are keen to learn, share and develop your skills in photography.  
We would be pleased to see new/prospective members at any of our 
meetings.   
 
If you are interested in coming along, we hold meetings on alternate 
Thursdays at The Church Hall, Great Notley.  Details can be found on 
our website www.gnpc.co.uk or email gnpc.photo@gmail.com for de-
tails. 
 

Images scoring 10/10 during the 2022/23 season 

 

More Images from the photography club om page 22 

http://www.gnpc.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/greatnotleypc
https://www.facebook.com/greatnotleypc
mailto:www.gnpc.co.uk
mailto:gnpc.photo@gmail.com
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Photography Club 

More Images from the Club 
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Get your company  
noticed by 3142    

residential  
properties in  
Great Notley 

 
Advertise here from as little 

as £40 for four  
editions of the Magazine 

 
Contact the editor 

editor@greatnotley.org.uk 

 Social Badminton 

 Update 

If you enjoy social badminton then please call in any  
Tuesday between 1.30pm and 3.30pm at the Notley Green 

Community Hall and join us for a FREE taster session. There 
is a small session fee on subsequent occasions. 

 
It doesn’t matter what standard you are or whether you 

have never played before. We are a friendly bunch, so just 
drop in and give it a try. We can supply a racquet, but 

please wear trainers with non-marking soles. 
 

Contact Keith on 01376 327687 or just turn up! 
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Jack! 

Carpet Bowls 

Well not quite the summer that we had last year which unfortunately resulted 
in the cancellation of the Great Notley Fete.  In previous years we had laid 
out a mat in the Community Hall for members of the general public to try 
their hand. This is always a good time to encourage local people to come 
along and give Carpet Bowls a try. There was a trophy for the person with the 
highest score. 
 
The new league season is almost upon us and once again our opening fixture 
is against our old friends Feering on the 28 September. Last year the Club 
had one of its most successful years eventually finishing 3rd. 
Unfortunately, this year has again seen a reduction in the number of teams 
competing in the Chelmsford East Section of the Essex County Carpet Bowls 
Association, with just 5 teams competing, which is one less than last year. 
We are expecting to have at least one new player in our League squad who 
only joined the Club last year as a complete novice but has made considera-
ble progress.  
 
Our AGM took place on Thursday 7 September following the regular after-
noon session. It was well attended and the Officers were all voted back in for 
a further term. Last years social evening was once again a great success and 
we have scheduled this years event for 9 December. The format will be as 
previous with a fish or chicken and chips supper following a Quiz with ques-
tions devised by our Secretary Tony Day. This is never taken too seriously 
with plenty of banter and laughter. Attendees bring their own refreshments, 
alcoholic or otherwise. 
 
Although our membership is still at a good level we sadly lost a couple of 
long term members in the last year, but have had additional members join and 
they are enjoying our twice weekly afternoon sessions. If you feel that you 
would like to give carpet bowls a try, no equipment needed as all supplied by 
the Club, please come along to one of our afternoon sessions on either a 
Monday or Thursday from 1.15pm until around 3.30pm. I can assure you that 
you will be made very welcome and even given a cup of tea and biscuits at 
the half-time interval. 
 
Best wishes 
John Andrews 
Notley Green Carpet Bowls Club. 
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NOTLEY GREEN  

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
Registered Charity No 1058443 

 
NGCA Chair 

 
An exciting opportunity has arisen for the role of Chair of the 
Notley Green Community Association (NGCA). 
The NGCA is a charitable organisation responsible for the running 
of the Village Hall in Great Notley. 
 
Roles and responsibilities include: 
• Work with the hall manager and committee members to deliver 
the annual maintenance plan 
• Help to plan and organise fundraising events to ensure the 
organisation remains financially stable 
• Lead 4-6 committee meetings a year to discuss progress and 
ensure the smooth running of the organisation 
The ideal candidate will be able to donate a few ad hoc hours a 
week to the role. 
 
This is a voluntary role and a great chance to be part of this thriving 
local community group. 
 
Please contact Nicky Parkinson, nicky@ngca.org.uk for further 
information. 
 
Closing date for applications is 31st October 2023. 
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NOTLEY GREEN  
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Registered Charity No 1058443 
 

NGCA Treasurer 
 
Do you have an accountancy background and willing to support a 
local, charitable community group? 
 
We have a vacancy for the role of Treasurer for the Notley Green 
Community Association (NGCA) based in Great Notley. 
This is a voluntary role and a great chance to be involved in this 
local charity, which looks after the smooth running of the village 
hall. 
 
Roles and responsibilities include: 
•General financial over-sight 
•Financial planning and cash-flow management 
•Maintenance of financial records 
•Preparation of annual financial statements 
•Attendance at regular committee meetings 
 
If you would be interested in giving something back to your local 
community, please get in touch with Nicky Parkinson, 
nicky@ngca.org.uk for further information. 
 
Closing date for applications is 31st October 2023. 
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The Church in Great Notley  

Introducing…  

The Church in Great Notley is delighted to announce that we have 
two new members of our team to join our current ministers, David 
Sebley, Rachel Prior and Roman Kukiewicz. 

 
Lisa Gregson is our new administrator. 
One of her key roles will be dealing with enquiries and 
administration for Life Events (baptisms, weddings and 
funerals) across our three churches. As the role devel-
ops, Lisa will also support with communications. If you 
are interested in arranging a Life Event, please contact 
Lisa. 
She will be based in the Church Office, working Tues-

day, Thursday and Friday mornings.  
Her contact details are admin@thethreechurches.co.uk  
or landline 01376 330988. 
 

Rev’d Nikki Horsley is our new curate.  
 
Her contact details are: 
revnikkihorsley@gmail.com or mobile 07810280002 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s going on at The Church in Great Notley? 
 
For adults 
Coffee Morning: every Tuesday and Friday morning 9am-12pm 
‘Crafty Cuppa’ Craft morning: every Thursday 9.30-12pm 
Bring along any craft, and come and enjoy some company at the 
church. 
 
Ladies Oasis: every 3rd Monday from 7pm-9pm 
A friendly group for women to chat, learn a craft, and have a glass of 
wine together.  
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Solo Parenting Group: every 1st Wednesday from 1-3pm. 
If you are parenting alone, for whatever reason, please come along to 
find a supportive and friendly group of others in the same situation. 
For little ones and families 
Snackanory Baby and Toddler Group Every Wednesday 10-11am 
A group for little people and their carers, lots of toys, tea and coffee, 
and singing together at the end. £2 suggested donation. 
Lego Club for Primary Aged Children: Every Tuesday 3.45-5pm 
All families welcome for some lego play.  
Youth Drop In: the Fourth Friday of every month 7-8.30pm 
A youth group for year 6 plus with games, fun, and creative activities. 
Church 
Church service Sunday at 11am 
We’re a group of different churches all together, so every Sunday is a 
little different. You’re very welcome. 
Please follow our Facebook page @ ‘The Church in Great Notley’ to 
find out the latest news and our upcoming Christmas events! 
 

Little Waltham & Great Notley Surgeries Patient 
Participation Group 

Autumn Update: 
The surgery is pleased to announce that the new E-consult booking 
system is in operation and should be used for all routine appointments. 
The phone booking system is for urgent cases that need to be seen on 
that day. 
Flu and Covid booster vaccinations will be held on the following Sat-
urdays: 30th September; 7th October; 14th October; 21st October and 
28th October. 
You will be contacted by the surgery if you are eligible.  
The new website, which we hope will be more user friendly, is in the 
process of development with the active involvement of the PPG in 
representing patient viewpoint. 
If you have any concerns, questions or suggestions on issues relating 
to the running of the surgeries then please contact the PPG on 
lw.gn.ppg@hotmail.com and we will get back to you. 
Thank you! 

mailto:lw.gn.ppg@hotmail.com
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Public Stargazing at Discovery Centre 

North Essex Astronomical Society will be at  
Great Notley Discovery Centre on: 

 
November 18th 2023 from 7pm-9:30pm 
December 16th 2023 from 7pm-9:30pm 
January 20th 2024 from 7pm-9:30pm 

 
We will have our telescopes set up for you to observe the Moon, any 
visible planets, and other objects of interest in the night sky. We can 
teach you about the constellations and how to recognise them, and an-
swer any questions you may have about astronomy or telescopes. 
 
The park is well signposted. 
 
For in-car satnav purposes, the park’s postcode is CM77 7FS 
 
Please read this important information: 
 
The events are free (site parking fee applies), and suitable for all ages 
(children must be accompanied by an adult). Donations are welcome. 
 
We can be found in the vicinity of the main building; you may be able 
to see some faint red lights attached to some of the telescopes. As you 
come out of the carpark, turn left and follow the path towards the area 
which is used as the overflow car park in the summer. 
 
Viewing will be subject to clear weather and may be curtailed or can-
celled if the weather is poor. 
 
In the event of rain, sessions will be cancelled. 
 
If cloudy or part clear, please follow our Facebook and Twitter feeds 
for information as to whether the event will go ahead, or check our 
website northessexastro.co.uk 
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Police Choir 

La La La La Laaaaa... 

POLICE CHOIR OPENS 
UP TO EVERYONE 
 
Having spent 34 successful 
years as Essex Police Choir 
- which has tended to make 
people think that they had to be in the Force, or something to do with 
it, to be a member - the Choir has decided to widen its appeal to the 
whole community. 
 
Essex Police Community Choir will be the new name and this coin-
cides with some internal changes to modernise their image. 
Gone will be the somewhat dated uniform for ladies who will now 
wear their own white tops and black skirts or trousers.  Potential mem-
bers will still not need to read music as the Choir rehearses pieces in a 
way that everyone will learn the songs quite easily.  There is no audi-
tion or test for new members to pass as they will just have to be able to 
hold a tune.   
 
The Choir’s repertoire includes songs from the shows and other popu-
lar items and sheet music is provided at no cost. 
Because they are part of the Police family, members will still have to 
accept that they represent the Police and therefore need to uphold the 
image of Essex Police and the wider service.  Whilst the Choir is total-
ly self-sufficient, not receiving any money from the Police precept, it 
does have very welcome support from the force, in that it rehearses at 
the HQ in Chelmsford and when needed, is provided with transport.   
This enables subs to be kept to a minimum - £100 for 2024 or around 
£2 per rehearsal for the 48 weeks a year that it meets, as opposed to 
most commercially run choirs who charge upwards of £6 a session, or 
£300 a year for just school terms. 
 
The Choir performs around 5 or 6 concerts a year for good causes, at 
no cost to them, and over its life it has raised in excess of £300,000 for 
those charities.  It also believes that it has helped put more toilets in 
churches than any other organisation!  
Choir Chairman, Tony Willson, said ‘These days there are many com-
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munity choirs around and potential members can choose which one 
they feel comfortable with.  However, we feel that we are missing out 
on a vast range of people who probably thought that they had to be 
working for the police in order to join.  We can now say that this just 
isn’t so.  We have thrown the doors open to anyone who wants to sing 
- which we all know helps our mental wellbeing. So if anyone is inter-
ested in seeing what we do, they are very welcome.’ 
 
Chief Constable and President of the Choir, BJ Harrington said 
‘“Essex Police is proud of being part of the community, so this is a 
great opportunity for anyone to get involved with the Choir.  Being a 
member is an amazing way for people to enjoy singing and to get-
together with like-minded people whilst giving something back to the 
community and raising money for good causes.”   
The Choir’s first concert as the new Community Choir will be their 
Christmas event on Saturday 16th December with Essex Police Band at 
Christchurch, London Road, Chelmsford and details will be on the 
website and on social media soon. 
 
If anyone is interested in attending a rehearsal, they should either send 
details via the contact form on the Choir’s website 
 (eesexpolicechoir.co.uk), via email at members 
hip@essexpolicechoir.co.uk or telephone Sally Low, Membership Sec-
retary on 07966 207115 to make arrangements. 
 
For more information please contact: 
 
Tony Willson,  
Chairman and Publicity Officer 
Essex Police Choir 
07939101838 
enquiries@essex policechoir.co.uk 
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Art Club Isobel Chaudry 01376552376 

Badminton Keith Hind 01376 327687 

Carpet bowls John Andrews  chairman@notleygreencarpetbowls.co.uk  

White Court Dance club Margaret Cave 07809 042964 

Church in Great Notley  01376 330988  

Women’s Institute Linda Pickers 07713 754414 

NGCA  01376 348449 

Photography club  gnpc@gmail.com 

Slamseys Ruth Wheaton 01245 361400 

Scouts Ann Quartermain  ann.quartermain@greatnotleyscouts.org   

Table Tennis Club Pauline Davis  0752 7079112  

Toddler Group NGCA 01376 348449 

Workout Brendan Cassidy thechair@ngca.org.uk 

Gardening Club Pauline Inskipp 01376 342165 

Local History Group Mike Bardell topbard@yahoo.co.uk 

Notley Yoga Leigh Acteson-
Rook 

07723 321818 

Feel Good Pilates Karen Blackbourn 07515 547683 

GP Surgery  01376 341411 

Ducklings Pre-School Julie Cook 01376 340432 

Little Notleys pre-school Steph Long 01376 339590 

Busy Bees nursery Melissa Harrison 07723 321818 

White Court Primary School Candida Burrell 01376 331801 

Notley Green Primary Sch  01376 343485 

Brownies and Rainbows  www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested 

Rascals Diane Neave 01376 331543 

Walking Group Angela Gakis 07799 068408  
angela@angelagakis.com 

mailto:chairman@notleygreencarpetbowls.co.uk
mailto:ann.quartermain@greatnotleyscouts.org
mailto:angela@angelagakis.com
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Parish Councillors 
 

Dorothy Griffin 7 Thatcher’s Way, Great Notley, CM77 7HB 
(Chairman)  cllrdgriffin@greatnotley.org.uk  
   01376 554990 
 
Frankie Ricci  cllrfricci@greatnotley.org.uk  
(Vice-Chairman) 07850 264115 
      
 
Graham Butland cllrgbutland@greatnotley.org.uk  
 
Barry Crawford 10 Bridge End Lane, Great Notley 
   07966 550507  
   cllrbcrawford@greatnotley.org.uk  
 
Tom Cunningham 07891 537669   
   Cllrtcunningham@greatnotley.org.uk  
 
Tony Pritchard cllrtpritchard@greatnotley.org.uk  
 
Graham Sheppard cllrgsheppard@greatnotley.org.uk   
 
John Cogswell cllrjcogswell@greatnotley.org.uk  

 
 
 

District Councillors 

    
Graham Butland, Frankie RICCI and Tom Cunningham – contact details above.  
  

County Councillor 

Graham Butland, Tom Cunningham - As Above 
 

District Councillors 

Graham BUTLAND, Frankie RICCI and Tom Cunningham - contact details above.  

County Councillor 

Graham BUTLAND graham.butland@essex.gov.uk 

 
Clerk: Elizabeth Winter 

Tel: 07585232933  

E-mail: greatnotleyclerk@gmail.com 

mailto:cllrdgriffin@greatnotley.org.uk
mailto:cllrfricci@greatnotley.org.uk
mailto:cllrgbutland@greatnotley.org.uk
mailto:cllrbcrawford@greatnotley.org.uk
mailto:Cllrtcunningham@greatnotley.org.uk
mailto:cllrtpritchard@greatnotley.org.uk
mailto:cllrgsheppard@greatnotley.org.uk
mailto:cllrjcogswell@greatnotley.org.uk
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